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7.5
Activation of 2G and 3G operation modes

After a cold reset has been performed (i.e. during UICC activation), the ATR sent by the UICC is compliant to 3G TS 31.101 [1]. No particular operation mode is active at this stage. The selection and activation of either 2G operation mode (i.e. the SIM application) or 3G operation mode (i.e. the USIM application), is implicitly done by the ME when sending the first command. The following table describes the different possible cases.

	ICC / ME 
Combination
	Class Byte of First 
Command
	Resulting UICC Operation Mode
	Remark 

	UICC with or without a SIM application 
in a 3G or 2G/3G dual mode ME
or in a 2G ME of Rel-5
	'0X' or '8X'
	3G


	The USIM application rejects commands with class byte = 'A0'.

First command right after ATR can be SELECT or STATUS.

	UICC with a SIM application 
in a 2G ME of Rel-4 or earlier
	'A0'
	2G


	The SIM application rejects commands with class byte = '0X' or '8X'.

First command right after ATR can be SELECT, STATUS or GET RESPONSE.

	UICC without a SIM application 
in a 2G ME of Rel-4 or earlier
	'A0'
	No operation!
	All further commands with class byte = 'A0' will be rejected.


A 3G or 2G/3G dual mode ME or a 2G ME of Rel-5 will only send commands with class byte = '0X' or '8X'. A 2G ME of Rel-4 (or earlier) will only send commands with class byte = 'A0'. The operation mode selection takes place regardless of the result of the command (i.e. if it was successful or not).
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