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1. Overall Description:

T3 thanks EP SCP WG1 for their LS in Tdoc T3-030519 (SCP1-030160) informing them of their intended actions to revert the turnaround guardtime requirement to 12 etus, as expressed in their CR in SCP1-030155.

T3 has decided to clarify the SIM/USIM interface issues in its TR 31.900 to avoid future confusion. Though the turnaround guardtime specification currently differs between 3G and GSM 11.11, T3 realises that higher UICC/ME interface speeds are required for 3G purposes and applying the 12 etus reception turnaround guardtime of GSM across the whole 3G speed range could compromise such enhancements. The 16 etus turnaround guardtime currently in SCP TS 102 221 was originally derived from an early T3 requirement of compatibility with the EMV world that was introduced before the creation of EP SCP.

The “lack of strong objection” in the previous T3 LS was not an encouragement to perform an action. Moreover, T3 want to inform EP SCP that it has become aware of existing Release 99 compliant implementations currently on the field (see attached Tdoc T3-030581) that would not interwork with new mobile products if the SCP change was to be endorsed, unless T3 takes specific action on its side to preserve the current 16 etus transmission turnaround guardtime. T3 therefore reminds EP SCP that the proposed change is in effect adding a new requirement in a Release 99 specification, which will not be satisfied by some products already on the market, and therefore shall not be accepted since it would introduce compatibility problems between new and existing products. 

The attached presentation in Tdoc T3-030696 contains the conclusion of the T3 splinter group that studied the issue. We are forwarding them with the hope that they might be useful to EP SCP in reaching its final decision.

2. Actions:

To EP SCP.

ACTION: 
T3 kindly asks EP SCP to carefully reconsider any action it takes on the turnaround guardtime issue in light of the new information provided in this LS.

3. Date of Next 3GPP TSG-T WG3 Meetings:

TSG-T3 Meeting #29
18-21 November 2003
New York, USA.

TSG-T3 Meeting #30
10-13 February 2004
Sophia Antipolis, France.

