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1. Overall Description:

T3 thanks EP SCP for their LS on Backward compatibility of EP SCP based 3GPP standards with existing SIM cards in SCP-030178 (T3-030361). The proposal from EP SCP to change their specification for alignment with the SIM received due consideration by T3 and the cooperation of EP SCP was very much appreciated.

T3 informs EP SCP that it is considering modifying its specifications to solve the problem on its side. Changing the sending guardtime from 6 to 2 ETUs on the SCP side is fine since it would still allow an application to specify a larger value. However we would like to attract the attention of EP SCP on the fact that reducing the reception guardtime to 2 ETUs would no longer enable an application to specify a longer reception guardtime such as 6 ETUs, which is allowed by the current SCP specification. T3 has not so far found any incompatibilities with existing implementations, but the existence of UICCs only supporting a USIM, or terminals that need 6 ETUs to get ready for reception cannot be completely ruled out without careful checking by all interested parties.

T3 however would like to attract SCP attention on another related topic. T3 has drafted CRs to clarify in its own specification that a 3GPP compliant terminal should not be required to support additional guardtime on the interface, if indicated by the card in the ATR. Since EP SCP does not currently mention anything on this topic in its TS 102 221 specification, the understanding in T3 is that the ISO 7816-3 standard applies by default. This could be interpreted as implying that an SCP compliant terminal should support this feature. T3 would welcome the assistance of EP SCP in clarifying TS 102 221 on this topic.

T3 kindly asks EP SCP to keep it informed on the progress of its investigations or on any action taken on these issues.

2. Actions:

To EP SCP, EP SCP WG1.

ACTION: 
T3 asks EP SCP and EP SCP WG1 to consider the above subjects and keep T3 informed on their actions.
3. Date of Next TSG-T3 Meetings:

TSG-T3 Meeting #28 
19th – 22nd August 2003
Marseilles, France.

TSG-T3 Meeting #29
18th – 21st November 2003
U.S.A.
