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1. Overall Description:
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During the last meetings TSG T3 had some discussions to clarify the interworking aspects between a 2G-only Rel-4 ME and a 2G SIM or 3G UICC. 

Considering the associated technical specifications T3 reached the following understanding:

· To ensure backward compatibility with SIM cards already being on the market, all (2G-only, 2G/3G Dual Mode  and 3G Single Mode) Rel-4 MEs  shall support the 2G  SIM. Up to now this requirement is an interpretation of TS 22.100. TS 22.100-360 R99 states that “The UMTS mobile terminal shall support phase 2 and phase 2+ GSM SIMs as access modules to UMTS networks”. As a Rel-4 version of TS 22.100 does not exist, a requirement for Rel-4 UMTS MEs still needs to be specified. S1 is asked to give its opinion on this.


· TS 22.101-440 Rel-4 states “It shall be possible to use the UICC in 2G terminals to provide access to GSM networks”. In addition all Rel-4 MEs shall support the UICC according to 102.221 Rel-4. 

· Rel-4 MEs -  including 2G-only MEs  - shall use USIM applications on the UICC for GSM access in preference of the SIM. Therefore merely pre Rel-4 2G-only MEs may use a SIM application on the UICC.

T3 is seeking the guidance from S1 on this matter.
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