	3GPP TSG-T2 #18

Velen, Germany

12 -16 August 2002
	T2-020688


	3GPP T2  SWG2 #1 

Malmö, Sweden
18 -20 June 2002
	
	T2C-020021 


Agenda Item:
3.2 Docs for 23.241

Source:
T2 SWG2_1

Title:
Enhancement of Introduction, Scope, and Background in TS 23.241

Document for:
Discussion and change of the draft TS 23.241 v0.3.1 (2002-05)

___________________________________________________________________________

The contribution is a new text for inclusion in section Introduction, 1 Scope, and 4 Background of 23.241 v0.3.1 based on 22.240 v0.9.0, 23.240 v0.4.0, and others. The document introduces the reader to the Data Description Framework (DDF) concept and scenarios in 3GPP Generic User Profile (GUP).

1. Introduction

This contribution is provided for the purpose to promoting a common understanding of 3GPP Generic User Profile (GUP) Data Description Framework (DDF) (Stage 2).

2. Discussion

There is a need for an enhancement of Introduction, Scope, and Background in TS 23.241 to promote a common understanding. 
3. Proposals

We kindly propose that the meeting would consider endorsing these changes to the draft of TS 23.241.

4. Recommendations 

Introduction


The present document introduces the features and requirements for a data description framework (DDF).  The DDF is a set of common rules on how to specify data components.   This data description framework fullfills the requirements of the 3GPP Generic User Profile (GUP) Data Description Framework (DDF).
GUP provides a means of supporting access to data for ranges of services and functions (e.g. MMS, Presence). The support of users' services and personalization data may result in manipulating data in a structured manner, and a standardised way of describing and accessing these data structures, utilizing a DDF. The DDF will help overcome some of the challenges associated with the introduction of sophisticated user terminals with widely varying capabilities, hybrid combinations of mobile network domains, the advent of downloadable applications, and the desire of users to customise potentially complex services to individual preferences and needs.
The data description framework can be viewed as a template for constructing the data description.  The need for this template is standardization of the data description such that it can be shared (used) by many applications.  By using standardized data descriptions, this prevents the manual mapping between different data formats of the same information.
DDF defines how to describe syntax and semantics of data descriptions, a default representation (or transport format) of Data Descriptions, and the data contained in a Generic User Profile in a standardised manner.  The DDF utilizes the XML-schema defined by the W3C. Annex C contains a list of the various alternatives that were considered for the data description method.
[Editors note: we need to have some explanation of how the XML-schema is different; also include statements concerning a standardized, broadly available tool; distributed definition of data] NOT DONE! IS IT REALLY NEEDED?
The present document for a DDF will capture requirements that will allow

1. A method to describe the data and structure in a User Profile in a consistent manner.
2. Efficient replication of data.
3. Coexistence with existing frameworks like WAP UAProf and SyncML Device Management.
4. Effective support for management and maintenance of data.

5. Extensibility to cater for future needs and the simple addition of new features.
1
Scope


The present document defines the stage two description to the 3GPP Generic User Profile (GUP) Data Description Framework (DDF). DDF requirements and definition, DDF initial usage (GPRS, MMS terminal provisioning, and Subscription Management), and the DDF itself is specified in details in this document. This document serves as a vessel to manage the process for description of the new DDF, logical structure of data description, Generic User Profile, Profile elements and fragments, Components and Datatypes and other constructs for use in 3GPP applications within various specifications.
As there may be technologies, which have impact on the GUP DDF but could not be included in the data description framework, the data description framework should take this coexistence with other technologies into consideration.

Impacts on 3GPP GUP architecture, storage, distribution, ownership, etc are NOT included in this specification.
[…]

4
Background

As the data contained in the 3GPP Generic User Profile is going to be handled by different applications and entities for different purposes, there is a risk that various description methods might lead to duplications and/or inconsistencies. Therefore, a single description method to describe the data should be used for the 3GPP mobile systems specifications, i.e. a Data Description Framework (DDF). DDF defines syntax and semantics of data descriptions, a default representation (or transport format) of data descriptions, and the data in a Generic User Profile. It is not intended to substitute Data Description Frameworks that already exist. The 3GPP Data Description Framework shall be used, where appropriate, when Generic User Profiles are specified for new applications, see figure xx below that explains the mapping concept.
Therefore, are contributions and co-ordination with other groups strongly required to avoid these situations and to unify the Description Framework (DDF) methods.
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