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Summary

This document contains a LS from TWG to the T1 Sig SWG that expresses its concerns regarding the potential difficulties that may arise from the proposed TTCN verification and approval procedure.
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Introduction:

Currently the T1 Sig SWG is deciding on the process to be used to accept verified test cases and subsequently approve them for publication in 34.123-3. Anite have done some preliminary work in this respect and have made a proposal based on various inputs from the industry. This has enabled the SWG to focus on the process.

In brief, the proposal allows for test cases made available by ETSI, to be discussed or analysed with the results being published in an anonymous way through the ETSI verification database. In addition, it suggests that where the TTCN of a particular test case has not been subject to scrutiny in this way for 6 months from its release, then it may be considered to be ‘stable’ along with its prose counterpart. It could, therefore, be subject to approval. Under these circumstances, alternative test case solutions could be made available to the industry, via the GCF, based mainly on the prose content of the 3GPP TS 34.123, with a non-ETSI derived TTCN solution.

It has been, and continues to be, TWG’s position that the ETSI derived TTCN should be taken as the reference code to be adopted by the test industry in the first instance to develop their test platforms. This is also the position that has been agreed by the GCF.

The delegates of TWG are very concerned that the situation described above might give rise to a testing regime in which multiple sources of TTCN code for the same test cases being run on different platforms, will lead to a variance of results and unwelcome expenditure on an extended suite of platforms to cover all permutations.

TWG also recognises that competition is inevitable and in many ways is healthy for the industry, but only if it leads to higher quality test cases and better value for money. It is imperative that whatever test cases are put forward for approval, the proposer is able to provide the appropriate evidence of due diligence. 

Proposal:

TWG asks T1 Sig SWG to take into account its grave concerns when finalising their procedure and asks that it be kept informed of developments. 
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