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1.
Since the last T1 meeting in Sophia Antipolis, TCert has had only one more teleconference to confirm the content of a 3G certification strategy paper. This was based on work produced by the GSMA Terminals Working Group and the GCF Ad Hoc meetings. It identified some of the near term challenges faced by the terminal industry and made recommendations to ameliorate the problem of TTCN development for conformance testing purposes.

2.
The strategy paper was presented to the GSMA CTO Advisory Panel and the GSMA Plenary by the TCert Chair with a clear request to fund, the shortfall in TTCN funding. This was estimated to be a total of 21 man months (MM), 15 of which would be needed by the MCC Task Force 160 on the T1 side and another 6 MM for GERAN to prepare 2G to 3G handover tests.

3.
The outcome was that the GSMA agreed to provide 11 MM conditional to package one TTCN being ready by Oct 02 and that the remaining 10 MM was found from the rest of the industry. This should be recognised as a helpful contribution by reducing the critical problem of conformance test availability.

4.
The work commissioned by TCert to determine a summary of the mandatory and optional features associated with release 99 in order to assist TCert members in the decision making process to determine network priorities, was awarded to Cetecom. The initial findings were presented to the CTO advisory panel and the GSMA Executive Committee for information. Although there are still many issues to be tackled, 3 headline areas of concern were identified where the features were optional in the network but mandatory in the handsets, and are worthy of further investigation. The TCert Chair has yet to decide how to proceed with these issues and they are as follows:

· Hierarchical Cell Structure 

· Convolution Coding

· Ciphering

5.
The final task of TCert to be completed is the certification harmonization of the testing regimes of GCF and the PTCRB. In essence this is the concept of test once but certify twice. The programme for this activity is not known at this time.







