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1.
During T1 Sig#20 the issue of the introduction of new RABs was discussed as a result of CRs from 2 companies asking for new RABs. Reference was made to the original decision process behind listing the extant RABs within TS 34.108. As a result it was agreed that there should be a mechanism within T1 to allow the introduction of new RABs identified by operators or that were deemed to be necessary for the implementation of future networks.

2.
The general issues among the operators were that the introduction of new RABs must be allowed as new requirements were being identified that were perhaps not considered when the original list was compiled. It was also recognized that a controlling mechanism should be introduced as the introduction of any new RAB could add a significant testing burden on the industry, therefore new RABs must be deemed to be necessary and of use to operators within T1. As such the need for new RABs would have to be indicated by consensus among the T1 operator delegates.

3.
Based on the above a mechanism for the introduction of new RABs within T1 is proposed as follows:

3.1
Proposer to publish the relevant CR on the T1 reflector and forwarded to all interested operators with a cut off date allowing a minimum of 28 days for feedback.

3.2
Proposer to seek consensus and collate feedback prior to the cut off date. 

3.3
Proposer to review the CR indicating the level of support among the operators and present the CR at the next available opportunity to T1 Sig SWG as appropriate. 

3.4
T1 Sig to approve the CR in principle and ask the proposer to prepare a LS to be sent to RAN1, copied to RAN2, requesting that the RAB parameters are checked/verified (or otherwise) and that a LS is returned to T1 Sig & Proposer within the period of one plenary cycle.

3.5
Proposer to amend the CR as appropriate based on the comments from RAN1, and resubmit at the next available T1 Sig for full approval there in order that it can be approved at the next T1 plenary/T plenary. 

4.
The criteria for an acceptable level of support should be that at least 4 T1 delegate operators register their support for the RAB. Where there is an objection, a majority of at least 4 T1 delegate operators register their support.
5.
Assuming the best case, it will take about 4 months between the initial proposal and final approval for a RAB to be published in TS 34.108.
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