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1.
Terminal Certification (TCert) is a task force of the GSMA recently formed on the direction of the Technical Committee of the GSMA. Its broad remit is to examine the minimum operator requirements related to the certification of terminals and helping ensure an effective testing regime oversee and hasten the approach taken by the industry to terminal testing and subsequent release. 

2.
TCert members are drawn from the entire telecoms industry but because it is a relatively recent innovation, its current membership is still small Thus far there are about 14 registered members. It is directed by Eric Hill of the GSMA and chaired by Adriana Nugter of Vodafone Europe.

3.
Its purpose is to provide direction to the in situ organisations dealing with terminal testing issues, i.e. the GSM Certification Forum (GCF) and the GSMA Terminal Working Group (TWG). It already has considerable liaison with these bodies through its membership.

4.
TCert’s objectives shown in priority order are as follows:

· Priority 1. 
To define and develop 3G certification requirements i.e. to determine a 3G strategy for terminal certification and to develop an associated work plan.

· Priority 2.
To provide support for the GCF i.e. to encourage strong individual company support of products certified under the GCF scheme.

· Priority 3.
To study test programme alignment i.e. to analyse the differences of test programmes of GSMA Regional Interest Groups and other relevant certification bodies.

5.
Priority One Focus includes: 

· Review 3GPP, other SDO, and test   industry project plans for 3G test case development, validation, implementation
· Gather operator requirements for 3G test         case processes (get operator priorities from TWG, verify if operator requirements are being met, get manufacturers’ feedback)

· Identify the lessons learnt from the problems associated with the implementation of GPRS et al.

6.
Thus far there have been 3 teleconferences since mid September. The main deliverable to date is the development and endorsement in principle of the 3G terminal certification roadmap. 

7.
In addition liaison letters have been sent to the T1 chairman and representatives of 3 test equipment vendors seeking clarification of their test case prioritisation programmes.

8.
The next teleconference will take place on 9 Jan 02 at which the outcomes of the T1, TWG and GCF meetings will be discussed.







1

