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Report on NVIOT/6 activity

NVIOT WG 6 is the working group in the Network Vendors Inter-Operability Test Forum responsible for the UMTS radio interface (Uu). Note that since the last T1 meeting a new group has been created for the GSM Um interface IOT (NVIOT/7) so NVIOT/6 deals only with UMTS (but including tests for inter-system operation, notably UMTS-GSM and GSM-UMTS handover).

The forum establishes a catalogue of test cases (known as the “Master Test Catalogue” or MTC). From this list vendors can choose relevant test cases and have some certainty that other vendors test the functionality in a similar way.  This should greatly help identifying and solving compatibility issues, and give confidence to operators that IOT test results from a pair of vendors have wider value.
There have been several NVIOT/6 meetings since the last T1 meeting in Busan, including several conference calls and 2 face-face meetings (14 September in Paris and 15 November in Munich). At the last meeting there were representatives from 5 infrastructure companies and 7 terminal companies. The next face-face meeting is planned 6-7 December in Nuremberg. All UMTS network and terminal vendors are invited to participate.

Main decisions and progress in this period were:

· decision to base all work for the Uu Master test catalogue on the 3GPP 34.123-1, 51.010-1 (for interworking tests with GSM) and 34.108. September 2001 versions are referenced initially.

· Any requirements for new test cases should first be submitted to T1. Only if refused will they be considered for separate inclusion in MTC

· A work plan was established to complete the MTC in steps as follows:

1.  
analysis of T1 test cases to decide relevance to IOT (work divided amongst participating companies)

2. 
completion of draft list of tests (based initially on 34.123-2), divided into normal, error and performance Test Cases. The normal and error tests are further divided into base tests and “extended tests”

3. 
modification of tests (from 34.123-1) to adapt them to IOT requirements

4. 
institute a change control process (MR in NVIOT) to correct the MTC and keep it tracked on 3GPP/T1 specifications. This will be synchronized with T approval of CRs, followed by a sanity check with the new 3GPP spec 2 weeks later.

Steps 1 & 2 are in progress and targeted for completion end of this year, with steps 3& 4 1Q2002.

In response to the question from T1 on prioritisation of test cases, no prioritisation is available to T1 at this time. 

