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1
Decision/action requested

Introduce solution for GSMA to standardize Rating Group values to be used for Video over LTE and RCS data services for which Local Break-out Architecture applies.
2
References

[1]
3GPP TR 32.843 v0.4.0 Study on Inter-PLMN PS domain online charging

3
Rationale

For coordination of Rating Groups and Service Identifiers between the VPLMN and HPLMN for the purposes of differentiated charging of video and data services, solutions have been defined in TR 32.843 [1] that rely on mapping of Rating Group and Service Identifier values on a PLMN-specific basis in network nodes. This adds a significant burden to the operator to define these values in roaming agreements and for an operator to add the necessary mapping software either in existing nodes or a new proxy OCS node.

As an alternative, this paper proposes a simpler approach that would recommend to GSMA that they standardize on a set of Rating Groups for the online charging of video and data services. This will remove this aspect from the complexity of roaming agreement establishment and simplify network implementation and deployment of these services.

This contribution proposes this as an alternative solution to Key Issues #1 and #3.
4
Detailed proposal

It is proposed that the following changes be incorporated into draft TR 32.843.

First change
4.2.1.3.3.X 
Alternative Solution X – GSMA Standardization
4.2.1.3.3.X.1 
Description
Recommend that GSMA standardize a set of Rating Group values to be used for the default bearer and for each service and media type. If a particular service or media type has different possible QoS parameters that could be assigned, then a Rating Group value should be standardized for each variation. If a service or media type is requested other than the standardized set, the VPLMN operator chooses to reject the request or select one of the standardized service or media types. Since quota management is defined by 3GPP on a Rating Group basis, the use of Service Identifier-level reporting is not necessary.
4.2.1.3.3.X.2 
Discussion
Reliance on mapping of Rating Group and Service Identifier values on a PLMN-specific basis in network nodes adds a significant burden to the operator to define these values in roaming agreements and for an operator to add the necessary mapping software either in existing nodes or a new proxy OCS node.
Reliance, however, on a set of standardized values for Rating Groups will allow for faster introduction of Video over LTE and various RCS services without depending on any identifier mapping nodes or software in the network, nor and additional specification in 3GPP. 
NOTE: With standardization, there is the possibility that GSMA will decide to utilize RG values that are already in use by the home operator. There is also the possibility that GSMA will decide on finer granularity of RG values than in use by the home operator. To address the concerns, the operator will need to provide a solution that is outside the scope of 3GPP and GSMA.
End of changes
