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1. Overall Description:

SA5 would like to inform SA2 and RAN3 about an inconsistency between SA2's 23.060 (GPRS Service description), SA5's 32.200 (Charging principles) and RAN3's 25.413 (UTRAN Iu interface RANAP signalling).

32.200 states (in clause 6.1.4) on the subject of “Volume Counting in RNC” that: 

The 3G-SGSN shall not use the optional ‘Data Volume Request' message to RNC in any situation, as this shall cause a significant performance impact to both the RNC and 3G-SGSN.
This statement is not aligned with 23.060 (GPRS Service description), which when referring to the same data volume request states in clause 15.1.1 (Charging Information) that:

The collected charging information shall be sent by the RNC/BSC to the SGSN when a RAB is released, or when explicitly requested by the SGSN.
There is a contradiction between the two statements above. Taking into consideration the stated performance impacts on RNC and SGSN, SA5 kindly asks SA2 to consider removing the underlined text from 23.060 Rel-6. 

Should SA2 agree to this request, SA5 would advise RAN3 that a change would also then be appropriate to 25.413 in Rel-6 to remove the Data Volume Report procedure.

NOTE: This inconsistency also exists in R99, Rel-4 & Rel-5. However, as the inconsistency is not 
service affecting, SA5 does not request a change in those releases.
2. Actions:

To SA2

ACTION: 
SA5 requests SA2 to consider removing from 23.060 the requirement allowing the SGSN to explicitly request a data volume report from the RNC and to inform SA5 and RAN3 of its decision.

To RAN3

ACTION: 
SA5 requests RAN3 to consider removing the Data Volume Report procedure from 25.413 subject to the agreement of SA2.
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