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The Charging Rapporteur group of SA WG5 has been engaged in creating charging technical specifications for Multimedia Messaging Service (MMS).  One aspect of this endeavour is the preparation of a schedule for salient milestones.  The results of the scheduling activity are reported in this liaison communication.

The Charging Data Records (CDR) for MMS will appear in the newly defined TS 32.235 “Charging Data Description for Application Services”.  This document will describe data records and their data fields from two perspectives: (1) in a common narrative/tabular form for implementers comprehension and (2) in a formal syntactical form that can be compiled into computer code.  

Release 4 of TS 32.235 will contain the narrative perspective of MMS CDRs and their fields.  This release has a SA plenary information submission requirement of June 2001 (TSG#12).  Because the approval date for Release 4 is September 2001 (TSG#13), we anticipate the inclusion of the MMS ASN.1 syntax formalism by the Release 4 approval date.

Ancillary information, to assist in understanding MMS charging principles will be described in the technical specification TS 32.200 “Charging Principles for Access and Services”.  (This is NOT to imply that the design of the MMS charging mechanisms is planned by SA5.)  Topics such as requirements/procedures/interfaces for delivering MMS charge information will appear in this document.  Protocol extensions to convey MMS charge information may also appear in TS 32.200.  However, protocol descriptions may be in a yet to numbered technical specification.

Technical specification TS 32.200 and MMS protocol extensions will have a Release 5 timeframe completion. This release has a SA plenary information submission requirement of December 2001 (TSG#14).  The approval date is March 2002 (TSG#15).
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