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3GPP SA5 thanks ETSI SMG6 GPRS for their liaison on the work integration of the two groups. (Tdocs 6g99-077 and S5-99150). The liaison raised five issues which are addressed below:

1)
The meeting should always be a joint SMG6 / 3GPP SA5 meeting. This follows the working practices of other SMG / 3GPP aligned groups. This is to allow delegates working on both GSM and 3GPP work to continue without excessive travel to 2 meeting covering the same work items.

Response:
SA5 agreed that the groups should be integrated in future. This is further clarified below.

2)
The SMG6 GPRS charging group should combine with an SA5 charging subgroup. This should also include the SMG6 Charging group.

Response:
SA5 welcomed the proposition that the SMG6 GPRS charging delegates would be available to continue work on charging with SA5. It is expected that charging issues will be discussed at the next SA5 meeting (Cork, 31/8 to 3/9) so the SMG6 GPRS charging delegates would be most welcome to attend this and subsequent meetings.

3)
The SMG6 GPRS O&M group should combine with the respective subgroups i.e a sub-group on Performance Management, a sub-group on Fault Management etc.

Response:
SA5 welcomed the proposition that the SMG6 O&M delegates would be available to continue work on O&M within SA5. It was however noted that the SMG6 GPRS group is expecting that their work for the next one or two SMG6 GPRS meetings will be limited to the development of a release 98 CR to GSM 12.04 that will be submitted to SMG #30. It was therefore concluded that it would be more appropriate for this work to be finalised within SMG6 before transferring to SA5. Never-the-less, SMG6 GPRS O&M delegates would be most welcome to attend the next SA5 meeting to discuss R99 issues.

4)
As much as is practical that sub groups should meet in parallel but scheduled to allow delegates to attend more than one. This would need a poll of attending delegates.

Response:
SA5 is currently examining the best approach to the organisation of work during and between SA5 meetings. So far, subworking groups have not yet been created, but it is recognised that will probably be required in the future.

5)
Time should be allocated to a separate session to allow GSM ONLY work to be addressed. This fundamentally covers for the CR to 12.04 release ’98 (Performance Management) work currently in the SMG6 GPRS O&M group, and thereafter future GSM only work.

Response:
SMG #29 has transferred the specifications GSM 12.05 and GSM 12.15 to the 3GPP. This means that the 3GPP is also responsible for the maintenance of older releases of these documents (i.e. approval of the CRs will be done by SA5 and then SA). This implies that some time will be required for GSM only issues within the 3GPP.  See point 3) for information relevant to work on the GSM 12.04 CR.
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