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1 Introduction
We discussed in earlier contributions and WID proposals about the need to define a solution for group communication in SA4 to complement the service requirement and service architecture work that SA1 and SA2 are doing as well as the work that SA3 is required to do on the security aspects of group communication. However, we were repeatedly referred to the possibility of using MBMS as a pure bearer, leaving the transport/application layer aspects of the service to OMA.

In this contribution, we briefly introduce OMA group communication solution and show the amount of overlap with TS 26.346. By leaving this work to OMA, we strongly believe that this would result in losing the value of our specification, even for other use cases.  
2 OMA Group Communication
The OMA support for group communication is provided by OMA Push over Cellular Multicast enabler [1]. 
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OMA PoC defines a user plane, to deliver the data, and a control plane, to announce and control a PoC session over MBMS. On the user plane, the specification uses RTP for media distribution. For file delivery, OMA PoC Multicast defines the usage of FLUTE together with file repair. In both cases, it also describes the encryption of the content for multicast distribution.
The control plane, defines the usage of SIP/SDP for initiating and terminating PoC sessions. The announcement of the multicast session is done using a SIP INFO message that contains the TMGI. The UE will then join the multicast session. This is contradictory to the information in the SA2 architecture specification, which implies the usage of the USD for this purpose.
In general, this specification overlaps in several areas with TS 26.346 and on other areas with TS 26.114. It also only focuses on the PoC use case, which is not the only use case that is relevant in group communication. 

3 Conclusion
We propose that SA4 should take responsibility for defining the service and transport aspects of group communication in 3GPP.
4 References
[1]
OMA TS, OMA PoC Multicast, http://technical.openmobilealliance.org/Technical/technical-information/release-program/current-releases/poc-v2-1  
[image: image1]