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Background
The performance requirements of the Qualification Phase (EVS-3a) specify over 350 test conditions for one CuT.  When five candidate codecs are considered in Selection Tests, already these performance requirements translate to over 2,000 reference and codec conditions to be tested.  Over 1,400 of these conditions are for impaired channels.

Some areas of performance requirements, for example, AMR WB IO and input level dependency in clean speech, were excluded in Qualification Tests.   Including these performance requirements in Selection Tests as intended by EVS SWG further adds several hundred reference and codec conditions.  

Altogether these much over 2,000 test conditions imply a selection test size of perhaps 50-60 unique experiments even after increasing the maximum number of conditions per experiment somewhat from that of qualification.  
To contrast the test size anticipated for EVS, the AMR-WB Selection Phase had 19 unique experiments to assess the five CuTs that proceeded to Selection Phase.  Each of these unique experiments was duplicated for crosscheck and language coverage.  The selection experiments of AMR-WB standardization used 24 listeners and 24 stimuli.  Six independent LLs conducted all subjective testing, 38 experiments in total.  PCs funded the selection and characterization tests of AMR-WB by contributing 150,000 EUR per CuT to a budget of 600,000 EUR. 

The EVS Selection and Characterization is obviously substantially more sizeable. 
Conclusions

The sources believe that some trade-offs have to be made by EVS SWG in order to develop a realizable test plan for EVS selection within the financial resources of the PCs.  It appears inevitable that not all performance requirements can be accommodated in EVS selection tests.   The sources would like to stress the importance of deciding on the main parameters of the selection tests in order to start concrete design of experiments.  The key parameters to be decided on are listed below:
· Test size

· Maximum number of experiments

· Maximum number of conditions per experiment

· Number of talkers and stimuli

· Duplication or triplication of experiments for crosscheck
· Test organization, responsibilities of participating entities, cost of related functions
· Independent LLs 

· GAL(s)

· HL(s)

· Total budget for selection and characterization
The sources also believe that quite some time has to be allocated for the internal review of the LoI in prospective PCs.  The LoI has thus to be initiated as soon as possible as the standardization schedule remains tight.  One of the critical aspects in the LoI is the financial contribution required by PCs. 
Finally, since more than 16 weeks are expected for selection testing, the sources requests to revise EVS project plan (EVS-2) accordingly.  
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