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1. Overall Description:

SA4 thanks GERAN2 for their LS (GP-110516) regarding their investigation of sending of MO/MT SMS data on the FACCH while the MS is in an active voice call, i.e. while in dedicated mode. 
The action requested of SA4 was: 

GERAN2 group kindly asks SA4 group to consider the above and evaluate whether sending MO/MT SMS on the FACCH, instead of the SACCH, while the user is in a voice call would be a viable solution with respect to speech quality impact.

At SA4#65 SA4 reviewed six input contributions from various companies related to speech quality when SMS is sent over the FACCH. Using SMS sequences designed to insert SMS of different sizes at various points in a voice conversation SA4 has concluded that sending SMS over the FACCH during a voice conversation can significantly degrade speech quality and, hence, is not a viable solution.  SA4 therefore recommends that GERAN2 considers other mechanisms to improve SMS security
2. Actions:

To GERAN2 group.

ACTION: 
SA4 requests GERAN2 to take the above recommendation into account.
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