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The information in the above listed liaison statement was discussed extensively in FG CarCOM. In general FG CarCOM agrees that in exceptional cases with poorly designed endpoints (terminals) the use of superior signal enhancement in the network maybe preferable and a “soft” performance based coordination of the signal processing between endpoint (terminal) and networks speech enhancement maybe useful. However, serious doubts were expressed whether a decision on which signal processing is activated and which one is deactivated can be made reliably based on the information available in an individual call. Such decision has to take all conversational situations into account, it has to recognize the different acoustical situations at the terminal and it has to recognize that the situation at the terminal side may change significantly during a call e.g. due to varying background noise conditions, varying acoustical conditions, and varying use of the terminal (e.g. switch from handset to hands-free mode...).

FG CarCOM experts strongly believe that all signal enhancement should be handled by the endpoints of a connection, typically the terminals. The terminal is the only point where all information about the acoustical environment is available. Therefore it is recommended to undertake all effort to properly design the endpoints and provide appropriate guidelines and Recommendations for this purpose. FG CarCOM refers to ITU-T Recommendation P.1100 and P.1110 which describe such performance requirements and test methods for car hands-free solutions. These Recommendations could be the basis for the other terminal Recommendations.
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