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1. Overall Description:

SA4 would like to inform T2 on the status of discussions for audio codecs for MMS Rel-6. 

SA4 has tested and analysed several candidate audio codecs for use in PSS and MMS in Rel-6. Two codecs have been identified as the most prominent candidates: Enhanced aacPlus and Extended AMR-WB (AMR-WB+). Both codecs bring substantial quality improvement over the audio codec recommended in MMS Rel-5 (MPEG-4 AAC LC) and meet the performance requirements and design constraints set for Rel-6 audio codecs. However, no consistent ranking has been possible to obtain for the two codecs for low bit-rates (14, 18 and 24 kbit/s). For high bit-rates (32 and 48 kbit/s), where AMR-WB+ was not included in the selection tests, Enhanced aacPlus was found the best codec. SA4 has not been able to reach agreement on the codec for MMS since no overall consistent ranking was obtained between the two audio codec candidates. 

On the request of TSG SA#24, SA4#32 (August 16-20, 2004) prepared two CRs to the MMS media formats and codecs specification (TS 26.140); one CR for each of the codecs recommending the codec to be supported for the audio media type. In these CRs, the scenarios (type of content, bit-rate) in which each of the two audio codecs is strong are identified. Both CRs will be presented to TSG SA#25 (September 13-16, 2004). It will be up to TSG SA to decide, whether to approve both, only one or none of the CRs. 

SA4 has also prepared a third CR for the consideration of TSG SA#25. This CR has the same technical content as the two separate CRs combined (i.e. if both were approved) with some additional improvements in the wording and tables to combine both CR texts into the specification. 

The three MMS audio codec CRs to be presented at TSG SA#25 are attached in this LS for information to T2.

2. Actions:

None

3. Date of Next SA4 Meetings:

November 22-26, 2004 
TSG-SA WG4#33

Host: EF3, Venue: Helsinki, Finland











































