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4
MBMS System Description

The MBMS Architecture is defined in [4]. The MBMS User Service interfaces to the MBMS system via 3 entities

· The BM-SC;
· The GGSN;
· The UE.

The BM-SC provides functions for MBMS user service provisioning and delivery to the content provider. It can also serve as an entry point for IP MBMS data traffic from the MBMS User Service source.
The GGSN serves as an entry point for IP multicast traffic as MBMS data from the MBMS User Service source.

The UE provides all the control of the MBMS bearer service for the MBMS User Service client. The UE also receives the IP MBMS data traffic.

An MBMS User Service follows a client-server architecture where the client is located in the UE and the server is connected to the BM-SC and may be connected to the GGSN.
MBMS uses two delivery methods: download and streaming to provide higher level services. It shall be assumed that these are not always 100% reliable. Increased reliability can be provided by means of FEC and auxiliary delivery procedures (e.g., post delivery procedures).

[Editor's note: it is the intention of the PSM SWG to describe the MBMS User Service architecture in this clause]






