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Background: This document contains communication from SA4 TFO sub-working-group to GERAN and SA2. Since there is no SA4 meeting in between the recent SA4 TFO sub-working-group ad-hoc meeting (26-27 November 2001) and GERAN#7 / SA2#21 meetings, no formal LS can be sent out from SA4 in time. Therefore, the TFO subgroup requested SA4 Chairman to send this information to GERAN and SA2 as SA4 Chairman’s communication.
SA4 TFO sub-working-group noted during its Ad-Hoc meeting (26-27 November 2001) that a discussion takes place in GERAN and SA2 on ACS negotiation using SIP / SDP (references: S4-AHP046 reacting on GERAN&SA2 liaison S4-010455R). 
This reminds us that a similar situation was present during the definition of TrFO (Transcoder Free Operation): A new way to exchange ACS information is defined, but interworking with existing ACS negotiation mechanisms (at that time TFO – Tandem Free Operation, now TFO and TrFO) shall be possible.

This means that in ACS negotiation using SIP / SDP the decision for the finally used Common ACS shall be done in a “fair” decision of the called party by following the “AMR decision rules” defined in §11 and 12 of TS 28.062 (TFO). This referencing is done in the same way by TrFO to ensure possible interworking with TFO.

Please be aware that for this decision algorithm in case of an AMR codec type the following parameters must be known both for the local and the distant end of the connection (see TS 26.103):

· Supported Codec Set (SCS)

· Active Codec Set (ACS)

· Maximum number of modes in the Active Codec Set (MACS)

· Optimisation Mode (OM)

The TFO sub-working-group of TSG SA4 kindly requests to be kept informed about the status of the discussion and the final decision.

Thank you very much in advance for your co-operation.

Date of next SA4 and SA4 TFO meetings:

SA4#19
3 - 7  December 2001

SA4 TFO subgroup Ad-hoc
28 - 29  January 2002

SA4#20
18 - 22  February 2002
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