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1. Introduction

3GPP has developed and approved specifications for 3G multimedia communications and streaming, including 3G-324M (TS 26.111, 26.112, 26.911), transparent end-to-end packet-switched streaming service (TS 26.233, TS 26.234) and packet-switched multimedia conversation (TS 26.235). In the course of development of the 3G-324M, several 3GPP participating companies decided to form an ad-hoc interoperability test group. The work in this group greatly supported the verification and hence the final approval of the 3G-324M specifications within SA4, see Tdoc S4(99)521.

2. Discussion

Based on the great value of the 3G-324M interoperability tests for the SA4 standardization process, we feel that organization of interoperability test events would be desirable for further 3G specifications, for example currently for packet-switched streaming service. Although interoperability tests can still be organized within an ad-hoc framework, substantial advantages can be identified when exploiting from the experience of a professional organization. Advantages include for example the following: availability of an existing legal framework; experience in the organization of interoperability test events; ability to identify the contributing organizations; support in organization by a professional service. 

3. Additional Information

We are confident that the industry forum IMTC (International Multimedia Telecommunications Consortium) fully meets these requirements. General information on IMTC can be found on www.imtc.org. For special questions, please contact the professional service organization or a member of the Board of Directors. For names and addresses, Siemens delegates are volunteering to support 3GPP SA4 participants.

IMTC Board of Directors is currently in the process of defining the status of contributing organizations which are allowed to take part at the interoperability test events. IMTC members are automatically admitted. At the time of writing this contribution the discussions are likely to result in the admission of ETSI members or even of all organizations regardless of their membership status at “pay as you go” status (i.e. cost-coverage).

The next interoperability event at IMTC for advanced H.323, SIP, iNOW! profiles testing is on June 25-29th, 2001 in Portland, Oregon, USA.  The large yearly IMTC interop event, when all wireline and mobile multimedia systems are tested and interconnected (called Superop!) will be held on September 10-14, 2001 in Honolulu (where IMTC has favorable sponsoring conditions). While the June event might be a good occasion to discuss with IMTC some details of a possible 3GPP interoperability testing, the September event could be the place where already such testing could take place.

4. Conclusion
It is proposed that 3GPP specifications of earlier releases and of future relevant releases on multimedia communications be verified in interoperability tests organized by IMTC, on volunteering contribution basis, in cases when interoperability tests are felt helpful by SA4 contributing companies. If the principles of such testing are accepted by SA4, further details should be discussed with IMTC at earliest convenience.
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