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This document contains a small report of the key discussions during the last TSG-SA#3 (Yokohama, Japan, April 22-24, 1999) relevant to the Codec Working group. All members are invited to read the official meeting report for a detailed review of the discussions and results of the plenary.

Report on the TSG-S4 Activities

The TSG-S4 Progress Status was provided in Tdocs SP-99126 and SP-99127 (Slides). The presentation focused on the status of the AMR speech codec specifications and key decisions for the support of Circuit Switched H.324 Based Multimedia Telephony Service.

On the latter, the notion of mandatory items introduced by the proposed specifications (AMR Speech Codec, H.263, H.223 Annex B….) generated some confusion and discussion, a lot of TSG-SA members being under the impression that nothing should be ‘mandatory’ for the 3G system. It was clarified that these mandatory items were only mandatory for Terminal supporting the corresponding service and selected as the minimum requirements to provide a service with acceptable quality. It was also indicated that even in these conditions, the manufacturers would have a lot of freedom for implementing any other option included in the ITU H.324 standard. TSG-SA preferred to call these items ‘default’ codec or options rather than ‘mandatory’ codec or options!

A lot of TSG-SA members also restated their higher interest for Packet based Multimedia services (H.323 Based) rather than circuit switched based Multimedia services. TSG-SA requested that all working groups, including TSG-S4, interested by the support of H.323 Based Multimedia services provide an update on their plan or work progress on this item at the following plenary (TSG-SA#4, June 21-23, 1999 in Miami-FL, USA).

The 3G Project Support issued a new version of the document defining the 3G specifications numbering plan (SP-99183) and indicated that the numbering used for the TSG-S4 specifications were not in line with their recommendation. Consequently, all TSG-S4 specifications were re-edited during the meeting. A new list of TSG-S4 deliverables (SP-99195/S4-99153) was also prepared showing the correspondence between the old and new numbers for all specifications.

All TSG-S4 specifications were presented for information only and did not require the approval of TSG-SA.

The Wok Item proposal on 3G Audio-Visual Terminal Characteristics was approved. The TSG-T Chairman indicated that the related S4 Liaison (S4-99038R2) was reviewed by TSG-T1. It was decided that no conformance testing would be required in that area.

Regarding the transcoder location, it was clarified that this was defined in the relevant section of the 3 TS 23.130. The new Work Item on the location of the transcoder at the PLMN border (in the Gateway or Interworking MSC) was not scheduled for Release 99.

Extract from 3G TS 23.130, Version 1.2.0, Section 6.1:

1) Source dependent coding (e.g. voice) shall be located in the core network domain, and logically belong outside  the Access Stratum. For release 99 the location is expected to be the visited MSC. However the release 99 standard shall facilitate the evolution of the codec into the gateway/interworking MSC; i.e., at the PLMN border. To do this, it is (at least) required that the interface between RNC and the transcoder is fully standardised in release 99. 

Other items of interest:

The 3G support team is now maintaining a Status List of all 3G Technical Specifications and Technical Reports. The list is placed in the 3GPP server with the last available versions of each document. All TSG Working Groups are invited to check the correctness of the information included in that list.
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