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Introduction

This specification introduces the requirements and features of a 3GPP generic user profile.   Although UMTS will provide a rich environment for service providers to create and deliver advanced communications and content based services, it will also introduce a range challenges.   Difficulties will arise due to, for example the introduction of sophisticated user terminals with widely varying capabilities, hybrid combinations of mobile network domains, the advent of downloadable applications, and the desire of users to customise potentially complex services to individual preferences and needs.
To accommodate these needs it is seen as vital to standardise the mechanisms that will govern how services and user preferences will be configured and managed.  Without standards, there will inevitably arise a wide range of diverse and proprietary methods and data formats to support service customisation and user preferences, leading to management complexity, difficulties in customer care,  poor ease of use and increased costs.
The specification of a Generic User Profile will provide the description of data structures and methods that will allow
1. A way to express user preferences in a consistent manner, 

2. Applications to share data without duplication, 
3. Distributed storage of data,  
4. Efficient replication of data between different storage locations

5. Effective management, control ownership and protection of data.
6. Extensibility to cater for future needs and the simple addition of new features.
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