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12 Data Description Framework

The content of the current chapter is moved to an appendix (for Stage 2) and it is replaced by the text below.

12 Standardisation of User Profile Components

The fact that there are several domains within the 3GPP mobile system (i.e. Circuit-Switched, Packet-Switched, IP Multimedia Subsystem and the Service/Application domains) introduces a wide distribution of data associated with the user. The specification of the user profile content will also be distributed over many 3GPP specifications. Already, several 3GPP WGs specify some parts of the 3GPP Generic User Profile in their own descriptive methods.

The data contained in the User Profile will be handled by different applications for different purposes. In the standardisation work the same data are sometimes described several times, one time for each usage. This leads to extra work and, eventually, an inconsistent description of data.

The means of the standardisation work to achieve better efficient is:

· The data in the 3GPP Generic User Profile must be described only once.

· One single data description method must be used.

12.1 Coordination to avoid multiple descriptions

The involvement of different 3GPP WGs in the specification of the details of the 3GPP Generic User Profile introduces the risk of overlapping of different specifications that can cause incompatibility between different components of the User Profile. Therefore, a strong co-ordination is required to avoid these situations.

The 3GPP WGs standardise the data that is related to each WG. In order to avoid multiple descriptions of data used by more than WG must be handled in cooperation, under the responsibility of one appointed group. Principles for this coordination have to be elaborated in a Stage 2 specification.

12.2
Data Description Framework

Already several description methods are used within the 3GPP specifications for capabilities of 3GPP Release 4 and earlier. Examples are ASN.1, textual, CC/PP – RDF, UML/IDL, XML schemas etc. This variety of description methods will increase the probability that inconsistency will occur. As the data contained in the 3GPP Generic User Profile will be handled by different applications and entities for different purposes, there is a risk that various description methods might lead to duplications and/or inconsistencies. Therefore, a single description method should be used for the 3GPP mobile systems specifications.

The Data Description Framework defines the method to describe the data in a 3GPP Generic User Profile. It defines the structure of the data description. The Data Description Framework also defines a default representation (or transport format) of Data Descriptions and the data in a User Profile. 

The description of a 3GPP Generic User Profile is divided into description parts:

· Description parts can more easily be reused.

· The responsibility of defining description parts can be distributed between different technical groups.

· Different description parts can be handled in different ways.
Some description parts are standardised and some description parts are late defined and/or just published
(One example is manufacturer specific profile components. The big variations in the UEs only makes it possible to standardise a part of the terminal related GUPC. However, the way that the GUPCs are described is standardised.).
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