Page 1



SA WG2 Meeting #93
(
S2-123885
8 - 12 October 2012 - Sofia, Bulgaria
(revision of S2-12xxxx)
	CR-Form-v10

	CHANGE REQUEST

	

	(

	23.401
	CR
	2475
	(

rev
	-
	(

Current version:
	11.3.0
	(


	

	For HELP on using this form look at the pop-up text over the (
 symbols. Comprehensive instructions on how to use this form can be found at http://www.3gpp.org/Change-Requests.

	


	Proposed change affects: (

	UICC apps(

	
	ME
	
	Radio Access Network
	X
	Core Network
	X


	

	Title:
(

	UE capabilities in the UE Radio Capability Match Request procedure

	
	

	Source to WG:
(

	Ericsson, ST-Ericsson

	Source to TSG:
(

	S2

	
	

	Work item code:
(

	TEI11
	
	Date: (

	2012-10-02

	
	
	
	
	

	Category:
(

	F
	
	Release: (

	Rel-11

	
	Use one of the following categories:
F  (correction)
A  (mirror corresponding to a change in an earlier release)
B  (addition of feature), 
C  (functional modification of feature)
D  (editorial modification)

Detailed explanations of the above categories can
be found in 3GPP TR 21.900.
	Use one of the following releases:
Rel-4
(Release 4)
Rel-5
(Release 5)
Rel-6
(Release 6)
Rel-7
(Release 7)
Rel-8
(Release 8)
Rel-9
(Release 9)
Rel-10
(Release 10)
Rel-11
(Release 11)
Rel-12
(Release 12)

	
	

	Reason for change:
(

	RAN3 has implemented the UE Radio Capability Match Request procedure from Rel-11. The UE Radio Capability Match Request message may contain the UE radio capabilities, but the description on when the MME is to omit sending UE Radio Capability information to the eNB has not been updated to reflect this.

	
	

	Summary of change:
(

	Conditions when the MME does not provide UE Radio Capability information in the UE Radio Capability Match Request message has been added.

	
	

	Consequences if 
(

not approved:
	The MME may send the UE Radio Capability information in the UE Radio Capability Match Request message which may cause eNB to run the Capability Match using wrong UE Radio Capabilities.

	
	

	Clauses affected:
(

	5.3.14, 5.11.2

	
	

	
	Y
	N
	
	

	Other specs
(

	
	X
	 Other core specifications
(

	TS/TR ... CR ... 

	affected:
	
	X
	 Test specifications
	TS/TR ... CR ... 

	(show related CRs)
	
	X
	 O&M Specifications
	TS/TR ... CR ... 

	
	

	Other comments:
(

	


* * * First Change * * * 
5.3.14
UE Radio Capability Match Request

If the MME requires more information on the UE radio capabilities support to be able to set the IMS voice over PS Session Supported Indication (see clause 4.3.5.8), then the MME may send a UE Radio Capability Match Request to the eNB. This procedure is typically used during the Initial Attach procedure, during Tracking Area Update procedure for the "first TAU following GERAN/UTRAN Attach" or for "UE radio capability update" or when MME has not received the Voice Support Match Indicator (as part of the MM Context).
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Figure 5.3.14-1: UE Radio Capability Match Request

1
The MME indicates whether the MME wants to receive Voice support match indicator. The MME may include the UE Radio Capability information as described in subclause 5.11.2.
2.
Upon receiving a UE Radio Capability Match Request from the MME, if the eNB has not already received the UE radio capabilities from the UE the eNB requests the UE to upload the UE radio capability information by sending the RRC UE Capability Enquiry.

3.
The UE provides the eNB with its UE radio capabilities sending the RRC UE Capability Information.

4.
The eNB checks whether the UE radio capabilities are compatible with the network configuration.


For determining the appropriate UE Radio Capability Match Response, the eNB is configured by the operator to check whether the UE supports certain capabilities required for IMS PS Voice continuity. In a shared network, the eNB keeps a configuration separately per PLMN.

NOTE 1:
What checks to perform depends on network configuration, i.e. following are some examples of UE capabilities to be taken into account:

-
the SRVCC, and UTRAN/E-UTRAN Voice over PS capabilities;

-
the Radio capabilities for UTRAN/E-UTRAN FDD and/or TDD; and/or

-
the support of UTRAN/E-UTRAN frequency bands.

NOTE 2:
The network configuration considered in the decision for the Voice Support Match Indicator is homogenous within a certain area (e.g. MME Pool Area) in order to guarantee that the Voice Support Match Indicator from the eNB is valid within such area.


The eNB provides a Voice Support Match Indicator to the MME to indicate whether the UE capabilities and networks configuration are compatible.

NOTE 3:
At this point the eNB also sends the UE radio capabilities to the MME for storage using the S1-AP UE CAPABILITY INFO INDICATION.


The MME stores the received Voice support match indicator in the MM Context and uses it as an input for setting the IMS voice over PS Session Supported Indication.
* * * Next Change * * * 
5.11.2
UE Radio Capability Handling

The UE Radio Capability information contains information on RATs that the UE supports (e.g. power class, frequency bands, etc). Consequently, this information can be sufficiently large (e.g. >50 octets) that it is undesirable to send it across the radio interface at every transition from ECM‑IDLE to ECM‑CONNECTED. To avoid this radio overhead, the MME stores the UE Capability information during ECM‑IDLE state and the MME shall, if it is available, send its most up to date UE Radio Capability information to the E‑UTRAN in the S1 interface INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message unless the UE is performing an Attach procedure or a Tracking Area Update procedure for the "first TAU following GERAN/UTRAN Attach" or for a "UE radio capability update".

NOTE 1:
For a GERAN/UTRAN/E-UTRAN capable UE, the UE Radio Capability information that the MME stores is broadly equivalent to the combination of the MS Radio Access capability sent in the TS 24.008 [47] Attach Request or RAU Request messages plus the E‑UTRAN Inter RAT Handover information sent in the TS 24.008 [47] Attach Complete or RAU Complete messages. The UTRAN Radio Capabilities are excluded owing to issues with the handling of dynamic UMTS security parameters.

If the UE is performing an Attach procedure or a Tracking Area Update procedure for the "first TAU following GERAN/UTRAN Attach" or for "UE radio capability update", the MME shall delete (or mark as deleted) any UE Radio Capability information that it has stored, and, if the MME sends an S1 interface INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message or a UE Radio Capability Match Request message during that procedure, the MME shall not send any UE Radio Capability information to the E‑UTRAN in the first of those messages. This triggers the E‑UTRAN to request the UE Radio Capability from the UE and upload it to the MME in the S1 interface UE CAPABILITY INFO INDICATION message.

If the UE is performing a Service Request (or other) procedure and the MME does not have UE Radio Capability information available (or it is available, but marked as "deleted"), then the MME sends an S1 interface INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message to the E‑UTRAN without any UE Radio Capability information in it. This triggers the E‑UTRAN to request the UE Radio Capability from the UE and upload it to the MME in the S1 interface UE CAPABILITY INFO INDICATION message.

NOTE 2:
This use of the INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message means that for a signalling only procedure such as a periodic Tracking Area Update, the UE Radio Capability would not be sent to the E‑UTRAN.

NOTE 3:
If a "first TAU following GERAN/UTRAN Attach" Tracking Area Update is performed during ECM-CONNECTED mode, e.g. after an inter RAT handover, no INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST is sent and the UE Radio Capability information in the MME will remain deleted until the next ECM-IDLE to ECM-CONNECTED transition (or later, e.g. if the next activity from the UE is another Tracking Area Update).

The UE Radio Capability is not provided directly from one CN node to another. It will be uploaded to the MME when the E-UTRAN requests the UE Radio Capability information from the UE.

During handover via the MME (both intra RAT and inter RAT), the radio capability information for the source and target 3GPP RATs (with the possible exception of UTRAN) are transferred in the "source to target transparent container". Information on additional 3GPP RATs is optionally transferred in the "source to target transparent container". Transfer of the radio capability information related to the source and/or additional RATs is beneficial as it avoids the need for the target RAT to retrieve the information from the UE prior to a subsequent inter-RAT handover.

Owing to issues with dynamic UTRAN security parameters, special rules apply to the handling of the UTRAN radio capability information at inter-RAT handover (see e.g. the HandoverPreparationInformation message description in TS 36.331 [37] and the usage of the PS Handover Complete Ack message in TS 43.129 [8] and TS 48.018 [42])

To allow for the addition of future radio technologies, frequency bands, and other enhancements, the MME shall store the UE Radio Capability Information even if it is larger than specified in TS 36.331 [37], up to a maximum size of 510 octets.

NOTE 4:
The 510 octet value comes from the information element encoding rules described in TS 24.007 [45] and the assumption that the information contained within this UE Radio Capability Information Element stored by the MME is the equivalent of information signalled in two information elements in the GERAN NAS signalling for the case of GERAN to E‑UTRAN PS handover.

The E‑UTRAN stores the UE Radio Capability information, received in the S1 interface INITIAL CONTEXT SETUP REQUEST message or obtained from the UE, for the duration of the RRC connection for that UE. Before any handover attempt from E‑UTRAN to UTRAN, the E‑UTRAN retrieves the UE's UTRAN Radio Capabilities from the UE.

If the UE's non-UTRAN UE Radio Capability information changes while in ECM-IDLE state (including cases of being in GERAN/UTRAN coverage), the UE shall perform a Tracking Area Update indicating "UE radio capability update" when it next returns to E‑UTRAN coverage.

NOTE 5:
In this release of the specifications, "UE radio capability update" is only supported for changes of GERAN radio capabilities in ECM-IDLE. Any change in the UE's E‑UTRAN capabilities requires the UE to detach and then re-attach to the system.

The MME may also request for Voice Support Match Information. If requested, the eNB then derives and provides an indication to the MME whether the UE radio capabilities are compatible with the network configuration (e.g. whether the UE supports the frequency bands that the network may rely upon for providing "full" PS voice coverage or whether the UE supports the SRVCC configuration of the network e.g. E-UTRAN to GERAN) as defined in clause 5.3.14.

* * * End of Changes * * * 
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