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1. Overall Description:

CT1 considered the case when a PS emergency call needs to be initiated in a situation when the UE already has activated the maximum number of PDP contexts or EPS bearer contexts supported by the UE. The maximum number supported by the 3GPP specification is limited by the 11 different NSAPI values, but the actual number supported is a UE implementation option and typically much lower.

This problem is common to GPRS and EPS, but more critical in EPS with no CS domain.

If at the time of PS emergency call the UE can still support more contexts, the simplest way is to request for emergency bearer context. But if the UE has already got the maximum number of contexts active, then it needs to deactivate some contexts to free resources for emergency call. 

In some barring situations the signalling to drop existing contexts is not allowed, even though the emergency call might be allowed. An EPS UE cannot deactivate the default context. The case is admittedly very rare, but UE implementation guidance is needed to solve even a rare but possible case, and no solution could be pointed out based on the existing specifications.

CT1 has not studied the matter in detail, but candidate solutions via the following principles were considered:

1. UE local detach followed by attach for emergency services 

2. UE local deactivation of (some) context(s) followed by emergency context establishment

3. Explicit signalling of de-activation of (some) context(s) with “emergency” establishment cause followed by normal emergency context establishment 

CT1 cannot recommend any solution, but would like to ask for SA2 guidance to solve the problem.

2. Actions:

To SA2 group.

ACTION: 
CT1 kindly asks SA2 to advise CT1 how the UE implementation should solve this problem. 

3. Date of Next TSG-CT WG1 Meetings:
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Taipei, Taiwan
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