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The scope of the TR is to contain the results of a study on the feasibility of enhancing IMS network architecture as follows: 
-
Investigating architectural improvements to reduce the complexity of signalling procedures by reducing the signalling hops, or the number of options and combinations (by looking at different groupings of combining existing entities);

-
Investigating means to improve system-level load balancing and reliability;
-
Investigating possibilities for reducing configuration workload to save OPEX. 
Existing work focuses on alternative solutions for Load Balancing and Overload Control.

It has been approved by SA2 that no further work should be done within 3GPP as part of the IMS Evolution Study Item on the following aspects: 

-        Investigating architectural improvements to reduce the complexity of signaling procedures by reducing the signaling hops, or the number of options and combinations (by looking at different groupings of combining existing entities);
-        Investigating possibilities for reducing configuration workload to save OPEX.

SA2 informs TSG SA that the study is considered 60% complete in Release 9. 

Changes since last presentation:

This is the first time the TR is presented to TSG SA.

In this version, some alternative solutions for Load Balancing and Overload Control are proposed and preliminarily assessed. 
Outstanding Issues:

It has been approved by SA2 that the work on Load Balancing and Overload Control in TR 23.812 should continue. Overload Control mechanisms specified or studied by other bodies (e.g. ETSI TISPAN, IETF) and their possible enhancements are proposed to be included. It is also proposed to modify the structure of the TR to be appropriate for future work.  
Contentious Issues:

None.

