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Introduction

In the UK, member operators of the NICC, a UK "interoperability standards" technical forum (see http://www.niccstandards.org.uk for more information), have been looking at how to provision non-E.164 addressing for "Next Generation Networks" in a way that allows such networks to use addressing other than E.164 addressing. That is, how to allow subscribers in one NGN to call a subscriber in another NGN using a URI e.g. SIP URI, taking into account the following factors (extrapolated from ND1512 [1], section 4.3):

· Allow any URI to be globally reachable.
· Allow URIs with the same domain name portion to be provisioned by multiple operators (in different countries or within the same country).

· Allow domain names that are part of one URI scheme to be used in another without requiring provisioning by the same operator.
· Allow (or at least, not actively prohibit!) provisioning data to be hosted by the querying operator in order for that operator to not be reliant upon real‑time queries to 3rd parties in order to determine how to route services e.g. voice calls
· Allow for commercial frameworks to be put in place to control access to any necessary data e.g. for local data privacy requirements, etc.
· Not preclude any portability requirements for such URIs that may be granted in the future.
Discussion
Concerns were expressed during the NICC internal review of ND1512 [1] that, due to the potential non-geographic nature of URI addressing, a UK only solution would not meet the full needs of such operators (for instance, it would not meet the first requirement stated above of addresses being globally reachable). Therefore, it was agreed that a global standardisation body should look into the requirements and specify a solution, taking into account the preferred solution if possible (see section 9 of ND1512 [1] for more information).
Vodafone have checked ETSI TISPAN and the IETF's SPEERMINT WG but could not find any activity relating to the aforementioned requirements. Of course, if something has been overlooked, then a pointer in the right direction would be much appreciated!
In the absence of any associated work in another global SDO, it is proposed that 3GPP perform a feasibility study for technical realisation of these service requirements based on the following arguments:
· 3GPP is a global entity

· 3GPP is the lead body for all "Common IMS" related specification
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