3GPP TSG SA WG2 Meeting #77
TD S2-100148
18 – 22 January, 2010, Shenzhen, China
Title:
[DRAFT] Reply LS on M3 connectivity principles between E-UTRAN and EPC
Response to:
LS (R3-093397/S2-100037) M3 connectivity principles between E-UTRAN and EPC
Release:
Rel-9
Work Item:
MBMS_EPS
Source:
SA2
To:
RAN3
Cc:

Contact Person:


Name:
Irfan Ali
E-mail Address:
Irfan.ali@motorola.com
Attachments:
none
1. Overall Description:

SA2 would like to thank RAN3 for their LS on eMBMS Entity to decide the multiplexing of services. 
Regarding the question that RAN3 is asking in the LS: The LS mentioned
RAN3 is working on MBMS for LTE and discussed whether E-UTRAN should connect to the EPC via M3 towards all MMEs of a given MME pool or whether connectivity principles known for the Iu and S1 interface and specified in TS 23.236 are not applicable for LTE/EPS.
TS 23.246 states:

The list of downstream nodes of BM-SC and the list of MBMS control plane nodes (MMEs and SGSNs) of MBMS GW are achieved in the following ways: 

· The list of MBMS control plane nodes for MBMS GW will be sent from the BM-SC to the MBMS GW in the Session Start Request. 

This indicates that BM-SC determine the downstream nodes of MBMS-GW, i.e. MMEs and SGSNs. So it is possible that not all MMEs in a MME pool are used by the BM-SC for MBMS service. From this perspective, it does not make sense that MCE connect to all MMEs in a given MME pool.

Hence, MCE only connect to those MMEs which are indicated by BM-SC in Session Start Request message and do not need to be connected to all MMEs in a MME pool.
Regarding the applicability of Iu-flex or S1-flex to the M3 interface, SA2 does not see any issue with the use of the identification terminology, eg use of MME Group Identity (MMEGI) or MME Color-code (MMEC) for addressing MMEs, especially if the MCE in collocated with eNBs. The decision for the need/applicability of these concepts to M3 interface is a RAN3 decision. 
2. Actions:

To RAN3 
ACTION: 
SA2 kindly ask RAN3 to take the above information into consideration. 
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