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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 would like to thank RAN2 for their LS (R3-092730/R2-096277) on Inter-PLMN Handover.

RAN3 has discussed the scenario identified in the LS (i.e. ISR is activated and an Inter-PLMN Inter RAT Handover is triggered) and has made following conclusion:

· If the Inter-PLMN handover and the ISR are activated, the combination of network sharing deployment, existence of roaming agreement, together with a particular implementation (e.g. Handover algorithm which takes into account the roaming agreements) can trigger an Inter-PLMN Inter-RAT handover without TAU being triggered.

· The Handover Restriction list in LTE and the SNA access information in UMTS are used to provide access or roaming restriction for the UE. In particular, focusing on SNA Access Information IE, the UE is authorised to access only the PLMNs identified by the PLMN identity IE in the SNA Access Information IE. However, the scenarios identified above assume that the roaming agreement allows the UE to access the target PLMN. Hence, RAN3 believes that it is not possible to use these IEs to block/avoid an Inter-RAT Inter-PLMN handover if roaming agreements exist between the subscriber PLMN of the UE and the target PLMN.

Note: the way Handover Restriction List and SNA Access Information IEs are constructed is outside the scope of RAN3.

2. Actions:

To RAN WG2 group.

ACTION: 



RAN3 kindly ask RAN2 to take the above into consideration when addressing the Inter PLMN handover issue
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