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First changes
6.3
Quality-of-Service

6.3.1
Quality-of-Service for GPRS

It shall be possible for the network to control quality-of-service parameters for sessions of multicast and broadcast MBMS bearer services. All QoS attributes related to the UMTS bearer service described in TS 23.107 [3] are applicable to MBMS bearer services. Compared to point-to-point bearer services the following limitations exist:

-
For traffic class, only the background and streaming classes shall be supported.
-
For SDU error ratio, only higher values are supported, i.e. the values describing higher numbers of lost or corrupted SDUs (actual values are for the background and streaming classes are 10-2 and 10-1).
-
For maximum bit-rate, see the values described in TS 22.246 [6].
-
For Guaranteed bit rate of the Streaming Traffic Class: depending on radio resource usage by other services, some cells of the MBMS Service Area may not have sufficient resources available for a MBMS Session. The RAN may decide not to establish RB in cells where requested resources are not available. The RAN does not reject a MBMS Session Start Request message even if one or more cells do not have enough resources to establish radio bearers.
MBMS bearer services of background class are best suited for the transport of MBMS user services such as messaging or downloading. Buffering, shaping schemes and packet dropping may be applied to the traffic flow to adapt to the available resources and changing network conditions. The total transfer time is not critical for background class bearer services since the content must normally have been received in totality and stored in the UE before the user can access it.

MBMS bearer services of streaming class are best suited for the transport of MBMS user services such as streaming. As for point-to-point bearer services, the network should minimise the packet transfer delay of streaming class bearer services as far as possible. Packet dropping should be the preferred traffic conditioning action applied to the traffic flow to adapt to the available resources.

The principle difference between background and streaming classes for MBMS is the support of a guaranteed bit-rate in the streaming case. No indication is provided to the UE in cases where the RAN cannot provide the requested QoS. As a result, some UEs may not receive the MBMS session or parts of it. For background class, the RAN may continue to distribute data in congestion conditions but at potentially high packet loss rates, therefore the MBMS user service will have to provide sufficient redundancy within the data to be able to cope with the high packet loss.

MBMS user services that would normally use MBMS bearer services of background class may however decide to use a streaming class MBMS bearer service if the MBMS user service cannot cope with high packet loss.

The Allocation and Retention Priority of the MBMS bearer service allows for prioritisation between MBMS bearer services, and between MBMS bearer services and non MBMS bearer services.

As the MBMS bearer service transfers data to many UEs in parallel and because of the lack of feedback channel on radio level low SDU error ratios are difficult to achieve. When the resulting packet error ratio is not suitable for the MBMS user service or when prevention of data loss is required, an MBMS user service may perform retransmission of MBMS data over a point-to-point PDP context.

6.3.2
Quality-of-Service for EPS

It shall be possible for the network to control quality-of-service parameters for sessions of broadcast MBMS bearer services. All EPS QoS attributes related to the EPS bearer service are applicable to MBMS bearer services.

For EPS the MBMS bearer service QoS includes the parameters QCI, ARP, GBR and MBR (TS 23.401 [16]).

Each Non-GBR MBMS bearer service is associated with the following MBMS bearer level QoS parameters:

-
QoS Class Identifier (QCI);

-
Allocation and Retention Priority (ARP).

NOTE:
Maximum Bit Rate (MBR) is not applicable to Non-GBR MBMS Bearer services.

Each GBR MBMS bearer service is associated with the following MBMS bearer level QoS parameters:

-
QoS Class Identifier (QCI);

-
Allocation and Retention Priority (ARP);

-
Maximum Bit Rate (MBR);

-
Guaranteed Bit Rate (GBR).

NOTE:
UE-AMBR and APN-AMBR do not apply to MBMS bearer services.

Compared to point-to-point bearer services the following limitations exist:

-
For Guaranteed bit rate: depending on radio resource usage by other services, some cells of the MBMS Service Area may not have sufficient resources available for a MBMS Session. The RAN may decide not to establish RB in cells where requested resources are not available. The RAN does not reject a MBMS Session Start Request message even if one or more cells do not have enough resources to establish radio bearers.

Non-GBR MBMS bearer services are best suited for the transport of MBMS user services such as messaging or downloading. Buffering, shaping schemes and packet dropping may be applied to the traffic flow to adapt to the available resources and changing network conditions. The transfer delay per non-GBR QCI is defined in TS 23.203 [23].

GBR MBMS bearer services are best suited for the transport of MBMS user services where a constant bit rate is needed. As for point-to-point bearer services, the network should comply with the transfer delay for GBR QCI's (TS 23.203 [23]). Packet dropping should be the preferred traffic conditioning action applied to the traffic flow to adapt to the available resources.

The principle difference between Non-GBR and GBR MBMS bearer services is the support of a guaranteed bit-rate. No indication is provided to the UE in cases where the RAN cannot provide the requested QoS. As a result, some UEs may not receive the MBMS session or parts of it. For non-GBR MBMS bearer services, the RAN may continue to distribute data in congestion conditions but at potentially high packet loss rates, therefore the MBMS user service will have to provide sufficient redundancy within the data to be able to cope with the high packet loss.

MBMS user services that would normally use MBMS bearer services of non-GBR MBMS bearer service may however decide to use a GBR MBMS bearer service if the MBMS user service cannot cope with high packet loss.

The Allocation and Retention Priority of the MBMS bearer service allows for prioritisation between MBMS bearer services, and between MBMS bearer services and non MBMS bearer services at MBMS bearer service establishment.

When the MBMS bearer service experience a packet error ratio which is not suitable for the MBMS user service or when prevention of data loss is required, an MBMS user service may perform retransmission of MBMS data over a point-to-point PDP context or PDN connection.

6.3.3
MBMS QoS distribution tree

MBMS data will be distributed to multiple users through a MBMS distribution tree that can go through many BSCs/RNCs, many SGSNs and one or more GGSNs. Furthermore some bearer resources may be shared between many users accessing the same MBMS bearer service in order to save resources. As a result, each branch of a MBMS distribution tree shall be established with the same QoS.

MBMS distribution tree shall have the same QoS for all its branches.

When a branch of the MBMS distribution tree has been created, it is not possible for another branch (e.g. due to arrival of a new UE or change of location of a UE with removal of a branch and addition of a new one) to impact the QoS of already established branches.

There is no QoS (re-)negotiation between network elements (e.g. between RNC and SGSN). This implies that some branches may not be established if QoS requirement cannot be accepted by the concerned network node.

6.4
Temporary Mobile Group Identity

Temporary Mobile Group Identity (TMGI) is used for MBMS notification purpose. The BM-SC allocates a globally unique TMGI per MBMS bearer service. The structure of the TMGI is defined in TS 23.003 [13].

For Multicast MBMS bearer services the TMGI is transmitted to UE via the MBMS Multicast Service Activation procedure. For Broadcast Service the TMGI can be obtained via service announcement see " Service Announcement".

The TMGI is a radio resource efficient MBMS bearer service identification, which is equivalent to the MBMS bearer service identification consisting of IP multicast address and APN.
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