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Abstract of the contribution: This paper provides an analysis of the interactions between ICS and MMSC and how they relate to each other. It recommends a way forward for specification of ICS and MMSC. 

Background

An application server known as ICCF or ICS AS has been identified as a core component for ICS. Another application server known as MMSC Application Server has been identified as a core component for MMSC. 

ICS has been identified as the default service model for MMSC; hence both ICS AS and MMSC AS are required in a network which deploys MMSC. The ICS AS and the MMSC AS could be specified as stand alone application servers with appropriate interworking and interfaces or a singular application. 

A high level analysis of key considerations is provided below to help identify the best way forward for specification of ICS and MMSC. 

Analysis
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Proposal/Recommendation:

Add the following text in TR 23.892 and TR 23.893.
*** begin new text ***
7.x
Conclusion on the relationship between ICS and MMSC
It is recommended that ICS and MMSC are specified as a collection of optional functions provided by an Application Server. One or more SIP application servers may be used to implement the ICS and MMSC; interfaces and interactions between ICS and MMSC are not specified in this release.
*** end new text ***
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