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Dear Axel, Dear RAN2 Friends,

SA2 would like to thank you for sending S2-074479 / R2-073853 which clarifies the question SA2 had raised in S2‑073079 (“LS on QoS Characterization for LTE/EPS”). In addition, RAN2 raises two new questions in S2‑074479 / R2-073853. This Reply-LS only provides an SA2 answer for the first question related to “Bearer Priorities” while the Reply-LS S2-074615 to RAN2 and RAN3 provides an SA2 answer for the second question related to “subscriber type”.
Question from RAN2:

Further discussion took place on the question how a priority between the different SAE access bearers for one user should be derived from the labels. It was further questioned if this does imply that two SAE bearers tagged with the same label are treated with equal priority or if additional priority information should be provided to the eNB scheduler. Two possible solutions were shortly discussed: one based on a static configuration of priorities (e.g. by O&M means) and a more dynamic solution which implies that additional priority information is provided by the EPC (at least for the case where multiple SAE bearers with the same label are configured for one UE) over the S1 interface. Alternatively a priority should be provided as part of the label or additional labels should be defined.
Answers from SA2:

-
It is assumed that EPS bearers for the same UE but associated with the same Label implies that those EPS bearers are treated with equal priority in uplink and downlink scheduling. 
-
Note that the current TS 23.401 v1.2.1 includes an editor’s note in Annex B that states: “FFS: Need for a strict priority for Non-GBR Label Characteristics”. SA2 will inform RAN2 on the progress to be made on that subject. 
2. Actions:

To RAN2 group

ACTION: 
SA2 kindly requests RAN2 to consider the answers above.
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