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1. Overall Description:

CT3 would like to thank SA2 for the information provided in LS S2-073054 and seeks further guidance on the reference model to be assumed at the II-NNI.

According to TS 23.002:

· The Ici reference point allows two IBCFs to communicate with each other in order to provide the communication and forwarding of signalling messaging between IM CN subsystem networks.

· The Izi reference point allows two TrGWs to forward media streams between IM CN subsystem networks.
TS 23.228, Annex K, contains a picture of the reference architecture in line with those statements but also explains:
· The contact point for an IMS network could still be an I-CSCF. In such case, the I-CSCF terminates the Ici interface and the media in the Izi interface is progressed either towards the terminal or towards another media handling node in the IMS network. 
In the discussion in CT3 it was pointed out that the deployment of IBCF and TrGW at the edge of the network is optional. If the IBCF is not deployed, other IMS call control entities may be closest to the network border in the path of the call control signalling, for instance a I-CSCF (as already recognised by SA2), but also a S-CSCF, a P-CSCF or a BGCF. It was also pointed out that I-CSCF and BGCF typically do not record-route and therefore will be removed from the SIP signalling path after forwarding the initial message exchange of a SIP dialogue. As a consequence, the MGCF may also become the network entity which is closest to the network border.

Due to those considerations, a high number of combinations of network entities may be encountered at the interconnection between two IMS networks:

· S-CSCF 
I-CSCF

· S-CSCF
S-CSCF

· S-CSCF
IBCF

· P-CSCF
I-CSCF

· P-CSCF
S-CSCF

· P-CSCF
IBCF

· BGCF
BGCF

· BGCF
IBCF

· BGCF
MGCF

· BGCF
I-CSCF

· S-CSCF
MGCF

· IBCF
MGCF

CT3 was uncertain if the additional scenarios described above were intentionally omitted in the definition of the Ici reference point and related reference architecture in TS 24.229.

CT3 was also discussing if IMS roaming and/or the usage of BGCFs to access a remote network should be considered in the II-NNI study.

CT3 would like to seek the following related guidance from SA2:

1. Which of the above interfaces are to be considered in scope of the Ici reference point?

2. Which of the above interfaces are to be considered in scope of the CT3 study on II-NNI?

3. Is IMS roaming to be considered in scope of the CT3 study on II-NNI?

4. Is the usage of BGCFs to access a remote network to be considered in scope of the CT3 study on II-NNI?

2. Actions:

To SA2 group.

ACTION: 
CT3 kindly asks SA2 to provide guidance on the questions above.
3. Date of Next CT3 Meetings:

CT3#46
5th  - 9th November 2007

Sophia Antipolis, France
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28th January - 1st February 2008
Puerto Vallarta, Mexico
