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Work Item Description

Title

Extended Support of IMS Emergency Calls
Is this Work Item a "Study Item"? (Yes / No): Yes
1

3GPP Work Area

	
	Radio Access

	X
	Core Network

	
	Services


2

Linked work items

None
3

Justification

The solution contained in 3GPP TS 23.167 to support IMS Emergency Calls falls short of providing a solution to cover IP access from any network A and IMS support from any network B. The current solution assumes that IP access network A either belongs to the same 3GPP operator as IMS core network B or can access IMS core network B using 3GPP defined means (e.g. as an I-WLAN). The current solution does not support the case when IP access network A and IMS core network B belong to different operators and use non-3GPP defined means of access (e.g. IETF UDP/IP). This limitation admits the possibility of alternative non-3GPP solutions for the non-supported cases which may be incompatible or partially incompatible with the solution in TS 23.167. Such solutions may delay or otherwise jeopardise the deployment of the solution in TS 23.167 by creating uncertainty and confusion within the industry and among regulators. Such solutions may also force some 3GPP vendors and 3GPP operators to implement and deploy both the 3GPP solution and at least one other solution (i.e. a non-3GPP solution). Having a 3GPP solution on the other hand that can support all expected user cases could avoid this.
4

Objective

The study item is expected mainly to affect IMS although some impacts to the IP-CAN are also possible. The study item has the following objectives
· Evaluate the feasibility of supporting IMS emergency calls for combinations of IP access network A and IMS core network B not supported in Rel-7 including but not limited to the following cases:

(a) A is any IP access network and B is the home 3GPP compliant IMS network for any emergency calling UE with adequate security credentials

(b) A is any IP access network and B is a visited 3GPP compliant IMS network for any emergency calling roaming UE with adequate security credentials

Additional user cases may also be proposed and evaluated during the SI if deemed applicable.
· Evaluate other enhancements to the solution for IMS emergency calls in Release 7 that may improve performance and/or reduce complexity

· Evaluate the feasibility of better aligning the solution in TS 23.167 with applicable IETF standards and draft standards  (e.g., from the Ecrit and Geopriv working groups)
· Any enhancement to the support of IMS emergency calls shall remain backward compatible to the solution in Rel-7 from the perspective of the UE and any 3GPP network element. Furthermore, any enhancement should be based on the solution in Rel-7 and should avoid unnecessarily adding new network entities, protocols and interfaces and moving existing functions from one entity to another.
The study item is expected to enable TSG SA WG2 to decide which of the above objectives if any may be worth supporting in Rel-8 and which extensions to the current solution would then be appropriate.
5

Service Aspects

The WI should not change support for IMS Emergency calls from the user perspective or from the PSAP perspective.
6

MMI-Aspects

None
7

Charging Aspects

None
8

Security Aspects

The WI shall not degrade security for IMS Emergency calls in the case of a UE with a valid UICC and receiving service from the home network or from a visited network with a roaming agreement with the home network.
9
Impacts 
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	UICC apps
	ME
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	CN
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	Yes
	
	X
	X
	X
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Expected Output and Time scale (to be updated at each plenary) 

	New specifications
[If Study Item, one TR is anticipated]

	Spec No.
	Title
	Prime rsp. WG
	2ndary rsp. WG(s)
	Presented for information at plenary#
	Approved at plenary#
	Comments

	23.xxx
	Feasibility Study on Extension of Support for IMS Emergency Calls
	SA2
	
	SA#38
	SA#39
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Affected existing specifications
[None in the case of Study Items]

	Spec No.
	CR
	Subject
	Approved at plenary#
	Comments
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Work item rapporteur(s)

Stephen Edge (Qualcomm)
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Work item leadership

TSG SA WG2

13

Supporting Companies

Qualcomm, TeleCommunication Systems, Alcatel-Lucent, Research in Motion
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Classification of the WI (if known)

	X
	Study Item (no further information required)

	
	Feature (go to 14a)

	
	Building Block (go to 14b)

	
	Work Task (go to 14c)


14a
The WI is a Feature: List of building blocks under this feature

14b
The WI is a Building Block: parent Feature 

14c
The WI is a Work Task: parent Building Block
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