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1 Overview

OMA BCAST thanks 3GPP SA2 for the recent incoming liaison statement 3GPP S2-071538 = OMA-BCAST-2007-0531-3GPP_SA2_to_BCAST_Service_Prov_Interface_IMS_MBMS. We have noted the information and requested action of the LS, and reply with the present LS.
2 Proposal

In your recent LS, you informed us about ongoing work in SA2 IMS-SWG on a study item (3GPP TR 23.847) regarding the procedures to utilize multicast (in particular using MBMS bearers) for IMS services, and that one of your possible architectures requires service provisioning between an IMS AS and the BM-SC server in the MBMS framework. Further, you explain that service provisioning could be common for IMS or non-IMS ASes, and that the interfaces between BCAST domain and multicast server in the BDS domain (e.g.: BM-SC, BCMCS Controller) are defined in BCAST working group as BDS-1 and BDS-2. Finally, you ask for OMA BCAST work in this area.

With the information given, BCAST is currently not able to confirm the relation between BCAST 1.0 and the study item you are investigating. We have indeed defined a control interface for BDS-1, between BCAST’s BSD/A and the BCMCS Controller.  This interface allows the BSD/A to provision BCMCS Flows (i.e. BCAST content streams) onto a BCMCS distribution server for subsequent delivery across the broadcast network.  In that regard, there is similarity between that interface and the sought functionality in your LS.  However, no BDS-1 control interface has yet been defined between BCAST and MBMS BM-SC, and we are currently uncertain whether (and if so, how) such interface will be defined as a BCAST next release work item.  Furthermore, BCAST specs have not considered or used any notion of IMS or SIP signalling, and we don’t know whether such IMS/SIP signalling is implicit across the provisioning interface described in your LS.  We would need clarification from SA2 on this point. Therefore, given the limited information SA2 has provided us, and current work status in OMA BCAST, we cannot provide more concrete response.  However, based on the question we have regarding IMS/SIP signalling on the provisioning interface, we are open to further discussion. Furthermore, BCAST will keep SA2 informed should we decide to define BDS-1 control interface to MBMS.

Lastly, we’d like to point out a clarification regarding terminology. “Service Provisioning” in BCAST 1.0 specifications has unique meaning – corresponding to related messaging procedures between a terminal and the network for establishing service subscription between the end user/terminal and the network-based subscription manager.  It appears “service provisioning” as defined in your LS refers to provisioning of content flow between two network servers. 

3 Requested Action(s)

BCAST asks 3GPP SA2 to note the information, and our question provided in this LS.

4 Conclusion

OMA BCAST thanks SA2 for the liaison statement. We are looking forward to future collaboration with SA2.
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