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1.
Introduction.

Different applications and services make use of identical media and codec types, the Communications Service ID was proposed to resolve the ambiguity of this issue. In order to identify which application/service should be targeted by a SIP request, 3GPP standardised the IMS service identifier from R7 onwards. However the current set of requirements defined in 23.228 may result in restrictions that could impact the way operators wish to deploy services. O2 proposes in this contribution additional requirements that will ensure that the current IMS flexibility and principle are kept.

2.
Discussion

· Grouping of services.

Currently IMS offers via the usage of the ISC interface the possibility to distribute services across multiple Application Servers. The introduction of the service ID should not change this approach.
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TS 23.228 should state that the usage of the Service ID shall not restrict the grouping  and distribution of applications and services in the IMS to allow flexibility for operators and suppliers to mix and match services across AS.

· Number of Services per IMS session.

One of the aims of IMS is to have the ability to offer multiple services per IMS session (e.g. poc and messaging).. 
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To enable this TS 23.228 should state that the usage of the service ID shall not restrict the number of Services to be carried per IMS sessions

· Negotiation/Re-negotiation of services.

IMS supports flexible SIP mechanisms to negotiate and re-negotiate session content at media and codec level. Such capability should be retained at a service level.
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From this basis the usage of the communication service identifier shall allow negotiation and re-negotiation of services within a unique SIP session.  Also given this consideration is needed of how operators may wish to mix and match AS within SIP Sessions and also how they can invoke AS and groups of AS.
3.
Proposals
Based upon the above discussion it is proposed that the following requirements shall be included in 23.228:

1. The usage of the Service ID shall not restrict the grouping and distribution of applications and services in the IMS.

2. The usage of the service ID shall not restrict the number of Services to be carried per IMS sessions

3. The usage of the communication service identifier shall allow negotiation and re-negotiation of services within an IMS Session.

If agreed O2 can develop and bring CRs against 23.228 (section 4.13.2) to forthcoming SA2 meetings.
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