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ABSTRACT: This liaison letter transmits the National Emergency Number Association’s requirements for automated mechanisms to determine and acquire location information for IP endpoints. Location-based routing of emergency calls is an essential function of emergency call handling in North America; the widespread implementation of automated mechanisms to enable availability of accurate, dependable caller location information to support emergency calling is a key element. This liaison also provides motivation and additional information to assist technical standards organizations in understanding and applying these requirements. This liaison also requests comments on NENA’s proposed draft location requirements.

Please see further detailed information in the attached documents.

RECOMMENDATIONS: NENA recommends that automated location determination mechanisms be developed, and that a small set of standard location acquisition and location conveyance mechanisms be used to support widespread, standard implementations of location functionality.
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1. Introduction and Purpose
NENA, the National Emergency Number Association, develops technical requirements, standards and information documents for emergency calling in North America.  NENA represents stakeholders in the 9-1-1 system.  With the rapid rise in communications services that have characteristics unlike existing wireline and wireless telephony services the 9-1-1 system supports, NENA has undertaken a major new effort to incorporate new technology that will expand the capability of the nation’s emergency calling system.  As part of that effort, NENA is reaching out to new stakeholders to engage them in a dialog to make sure that when citizens or visitors have an emergency, dialing 9-1-1 will get them to someone who can help.
This liaison is being provided to your organization to describe why the ability to automatically obtain a valid location to support IP multimedia emergency calling may need to be in your specifications for Access Networks, and to provide the NENA Location requirements such specifications may need to meet.
There are three attachments to this liaison:

· A draft of the NENA Technical Requirements for Location, Technical Requirements Document (TRD) NENA TRD-(to be assigned), NENA Requirements for Location Information to Support Emergency Services, that provides the proposed NENA VoIP Location WG (VLWG) view of the requirements for location methodologies.  It also includes example scenarios and use cases.

· An informal document that provides background information to provide context for this liaison and to motivate mutual cooperation.

· A draft NENA Technical Information Document (TID), NENA VoIP Recommended Method(s) for Determining Location to Support Emergency Calling, the initial draft of which includes recommendations for residential/mass market DSL. This is being provided as an example use case. Future versions of this document will address additional technologies and use cases.

NENA’s VLWG invites your comments on these proposed requirements.

2. Requested Response
NENA requests members of your organization evaluate whether or not the proposed requirements apply to your network standards development.  If they do, then you may need to start a new effort, or extend an existing effort to meet these requirements.
NENA is very interested in encouraging dialog and, to the extent possible, NENA will make available technical information and resources in an effort to assist you in this process. We understand that every access network is different and not every one of these requirements may apply to your network standards development.  We also understand that some “negotiation” may be necessary, especially regarding when certain capabilities need to be in place.
NOTICE

This contribution has been prepared to assist the NENA and the 3GPP.  This document is offered to the 3GPP as a basis for discussion and is not a binding proposal on any company.  The requirements are subject to change in form and numerical value after more study.
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