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1. Overall Description:

CT4 would like to inform CT1 that CT4 are currently discussing the way to correct the Cx Interface specification so that they included handling of Public Service Identities.  During these discussions it has been found that allowing the S-CSCF to know about the Wilcarded PSI would optimize the implementation. 

Wildcarded PSIs are a type of PSI that is not provisioned as individual PSI in the HSS.  Instead of the individual PSI, the HSS has a regular expression with a common profile for all the PSIs that match that regular expression.

Initially that would mean that for an INVITE directed to say "pete_chessfriends@home.com", there would be a profile in the HSS for "*_chessfriends@home.com".  But the S-CSCF would register the "pete_chessfriends@home.com" SIP URI and and all other SIP URIs matching the Wildcarded PSI individually.  It would work with them as with another PSI or Public User Identity that did not match a Wildcarded PSI.

By treating PSIs that matched a Wildcarded PSI in a different way (sending an indication to the S-CSCF in the SAA) the number of messages can be reduced.  When receiving this indication the S-CSCF would consider registered all the PSIs that matched the Wildcarded PSI in a single operation and request the profile only once.  That means saving a lot of SAR messages and memory in the HSS (it does not need to know about individual PSIs).  But the S-CSCF needs to receive the Wildcarded PSI and check for every INVITE directed to a SIP URI that is not known for the S-CSCF, if the destination SIP URI matches a Wildcarded PSI or not.

There is another way to implement this.  The HSS does already the work of checking if SIP URIs match any Wildcarded PSI when processing the LIR command.  If it were possible to send the Wildcarded PSI that matches the PSI in the LIA and then from the I-CSCF to the S-CSCF, then the S-CSCF would not need to do the checking.  However, this means an impact also in the I-CSCF and additional SIP signalling, which was not required by the previous solution.

The Wilcarded PSI should be in the message in such a way that it is ignored by a S-CSCF that does not know about its purpose.

2. Actions:

To CT1 group.

ACTION:
CT4 kindly asks CT1 to consider alternatives to allow the forwarding of this Wilcarded PSI from the I-CSCF to the S-CSCF, and to inform CT4 about whether it would be possible to implement any of the alternatives in Release 6.  A response during the meeting in London would be preferable.
3. Date of Next CT4 Meetings:
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