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Introduction

ETSI TISPAN would like to tank 3GPP WG SA2 for the cooperation with ETSI TISPAN in the definition of NGN and the reuse of IMS for fixed line access.

ETSI TISPAN is also involved in the applicability of IMS over fixed access for the delivery of SMS over fixed access. It has been brought the attention to TISPAN WG2 the similarities existing between two specifications on the subject developed by ETSI AT and 3GPP SA2.

ETSI Technical Committee Access and Terminals (AT) has developed the Fixed Network Short Message Service (F-SMS), ETSI DES/AT-030036 (attached), whose main purpose is the definition of the Fixed SMS service using the Session Initiation Protocol (SIP).

3GPP SA2 is currently defining an SMS and MMS service over generic IP access in 3GPP TR 23.804 (attached). The TR defines the SMS and MMS services using SIP and IMS.

Both specifications have similar goals in nature, but different divergent architecture and implementation. The architectures defined in each of these documents seems to differ, so they do the registration and delivery procedures. Document ETSI TISPAN 05bTD177 (attached) contains a comparison of the two architectures and procedures.

Having two different architectures developed by two different SDOs to provide a similar or the same service carries a number of disadvantages, such as complexity or double implementation in network products, incompatibilities between terminals, double implementation in dual access terminals, etc. It also carries a disadvantage for the underlying network (IMS), if new requirements arise to support both architectures. 

On the other hand, the industry does not receive a single message from the experts in the technology. This has a negative impact in the adoption of the technology by the mass market.

It is the opinion of ETSI TISPAN that is worth investigating if both architectures for providing SMS/MMS service over IP access can be harmonized, ideally into a single architecture and common procedures that satisfy the requirements arising from both organizations.

Action/Decision Requested:

It is suggested that ETSI AT and 3GPP SA2 take into consideration the considerations stated in this document, analyze each other's specification and investigate if harmonization of the two documents is possible.
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