3GPP TSG-SA WG2 meeting #45                                                             Tdoc S2-05xxxx
Beijing, China, 4th – 8th Apr 2005
Title:
[DRAFT] LS on Interconnection Models for IMS networks in an End-to-End QoS context 

Release:
3GPP Release 7

Work Item:
E2E-QoS

Source:
Ericsson [3GPP SA2]
To:
GSMA
Cc:
-

Contact Person:


Name:
Susana Sabater

Tel. Number:
+34 91 339 2901

E-mail Address:
susana.sabater@ericsson.com

Attachments:
TR 23.802 Vx.x.x

1. Discussion:

In June 2004, a working item was agreed to study different solutions to enhance the end-to-end QoS architecture as specified in TS 23.207, to achieve improved end-to-end QoS also in case of interworking with different IP network domains or backbone networks that provide IP QoS mechanisms.

TR 23.802 has been progressing since then, focussing mainly in IMS services and possible IMS interconnection architectures.

Traditionally, PLMN operators connect their IP based backbone networks and services by using inter-PLMN networks usually guided by the harmonized definitions issued by the GSM Association.

For the establishment of an inter-PLMN network, GSM Association recommends the usage of GRX networks that are able to guarantee Quality of Service to its own customers.

It has been understood that GSM Association also recommends the use of GRX networks as the inter-PLMN of choice for interconnection of their IMS networks. However, GRXs seem to need some modifications for that. 

At the last GSM World Congress in Cannes, GSM Association has announced running of trials to prove the technical interoperability of equipment and the practical interconnection of networks, for SIP-based services.

It is clearly understood that an initiative like this one can bring clarity to the ongoing E2E QoS study and help to limit the scope of this study to those scenarios being considered more feasible for a real case of IMS interconnection.
2. Actions:

To GSM Association group.

ACTION: 
SA2 kindly asks GSM Association to communicate the results of the trials mentioned previously and to evaluate how those may relate to and complement the study on E2E QoS. 

3. Date of Next SA2 Meetings:
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