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1. Overall Description:

CN1 discussed the possibility in Release 5 for the P-CSCF upon receiving the access network charging information to include the P-Charging-Vector in the next request towards the S-CSCF rather than only the UPDATE request as it is currently stated in 24.229. This was to address the case in which the UPDATE is either not sent by the UE or passes though the P-CSCF before the charging information is available. This could occur due to a mis-behaving UE which is deliberately trying to disrupt the charging mechanisms.

Concerns were expressed that the charging information may be provided to the S-CSCF very late in the session (at worst in the BYE) and thus the session would have been authorised (gates opened) before the charging information was available at the S-CSCF. The concern was that the proposed solution did not address this problem. However, it was noted that the problem exists presently, since it is possible that the charging information may not be sent to the S-CSCF at all. The behaviour of the network in this case does not appear to be specified.

CN1 therefore seeks clarification on the following questions:

1)
Which entity (P-CSCF or S-CSCF) should be responsible for checking that charging information is available before authorising the session (i.e. opening the gates)?  

2a) 
If it is the P-CSCF, what action should the P-CSCF take if charging information is not available at the P-CSCF (therefore not sent to the S-CSCF at all).  Also what problems are caused if charging information is available at the P-CSCF but sent to S-CSCF late in the session?

2b) 
If it is the S-CSCF, what action should the S-CSCF take if the charging information is not available at the time the session is authorised?

3) Currently, the transport of charging information from the P-CSCF to the S-CSCF is dependent on the UE.  Should the propagation of the charging information be tied to a request from the UE?  

4) Should the Rel-5 solution apply in the same way to Rel-6?

2. Actions:

To SA2 group.

ACTION: 
CN1 asks SA2 to provide clarification on the questions above.

3. Date of Next TSG-CN1 Meetings:




CN1_34
10th ​– 14th May 2004
Zagreb, Croatia (EF3)

CN1_35
16th – 20th August 2004
Sophia Antipolis, France (ETSI)
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