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Liaison statement

Title: Response to LS from 3GPP SA2 on WLAN Interworking
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To:
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CC:
CPWP (GSMA)

Contact person: 
Graham Trickey, GSMA


email: gtrickey@gsm.org

Telephone: +44 7768 780650

The WLAN Taskforce thanks 3GPP SA2 for the liaison statement contained in Tdoc S2-034365.

Your request has been discussed by the WLAN Taskforce and by the Charging Principles Working Party of the GSM Association.

The specific responses to your questions are shown below.

Per-user charging requirements in the VPLMN

SA2 has taken the working assumption that per user charging is a general requirement for Scenario-3 WLAN Interworking, concerning e.g. the user-data volumes tunnelled via the VPLMN when roaming. The assumption is that the per user charging data should be generated in both VPLMN and HPLMN, irrespective of whether the services are delivered from HPLMN or VPLMN.

1) 3GPP SA2 kindly asks GSMA to confirm (or question) this requirement. One alternative could be that per user charging is generated only in HPLMN and that when roaming, the VPLMN generates only charging information on per operator level if services are not directly offered in the VPLMN.

The GSM Association confirms the assumption of SA2 that user charging data should be generated in both VPLMN and HPLMN. The alternative proposed in the LS (namely not to generate charging data in the VPLMN) is not suitable as the creation of charging data in the visited network is required in order to enable inter network accounting between the visited and the home network via standard GSMA processes (i.e. TAP3).  The Charging Principles Working Party (CPWP) has addressed this latter point (creation of charging data within the visited network) already explicitly to SA5 earlier in 2003 (see LS from BARG to 3GPP SA5 dated 2nd April 2003 – Document reference is BARG 077/03).

However, the difference between per-user and per-tunnel charging requirements in Scenario 3 has yet to be fully discussed within the GSMA. The WLAN Taskforce will coordinate with CPWP to research this issue further and expects to be able to provide more information to 3GPP SA2 by their meeting in February 2004.

I-WLAN SSID

SA2 has been discussing about the formatting of SSID for interworking-WLANs. Technical inputs to SA2 have been suggesting that using specific standardized SSIDs for I-WLANs is not workable. Following this discussion, it was concluded that the formating of the SSID is more properly in the scope of GSMA instead of 3GPP, hence it was decided to remove any such information from TS 23.234. SA2 would like to kindly suggest to GSMA to discuss this topic, and get back to SA2 if needed. 

The GSM Association agrees that this important subject needs further consideration, and feels that the GSMA may be able to assist in creating an “operational recommendation” for Operators on how the SSID (or other techniques) could be used to speed the selection of an appropriate network for 3GPP-WLAN interworking. This initial recommendation will be considered by the GSMA during January and February 2004, and the GSMA WLAN Taskforce intends to make formal LS to 3GPP SA2 in time for your meeting in April 2004.
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High Level Document Summary: 





This document contains the response from the WLAN Taskforce to the LS received from 3GPP SA2 on WLAN Interworking (Tdoc S2-034365).
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