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1. Introduction

The technical specification work on MBMS involves two distinct aspects. The first part is the specification of enhancements to the GPRS network to provide for multicast and broadcast data distribution i.e. to provide an “MBMS Bearer Service” for arbitrary packet data.

The second part is the specification of an MBMS application which will use these new capabilities to meet the service requirements discussed in the SA1 Stage 1.

Discussions at SA1#20 suggested that the intention of the SA1 TS was to require specification of the MBMS Bearer Service only. The services described were examples of services that should be possible using this bearer service.

However, discussions at SA2#3, suggested that there was a desire from some 3GPP members to standardise (some) services as well.

It is important that these two aspects of the work are clearly separated if they are both to go ahead, so that in future, other applications can use the MBMS Bearer Service we are specifying in Release 6.

In fact the situation is analogous to the development of GPRS unicast Bearer Service itself which can be used by many diverse applications. In parallel 3GPP defined some applications itself which would make use of the unicast capability, but the GPRS capability was not tailored specifically to supporting only those 3GPP applications.

As evidenced by recent liaisons and discussions at SA1#20, this distinction needs to be more clearly communicated to other 3GPP working groups. This will assist in understand how the ongoing work in each group fits in to the bigger picture – application development or network enhancement.

2. Proposed working model

A proposed working model is shown in the figure below.
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3. Proposal

· The figure above should be used to communicate the different aspects of this work to the various relevant groups in 3GPP. Each group should classify its work as being part of the GPRS network enhancement (green box), or being part of the 3GPP MBMS Application (1st red box).

· Work on the MBMS Bearer Service (green box) should not take as an assumption anything which is agreed to be part of the 3GPP MBMS Application (1st red box).

· SA2 should clearly define the interface between the two aspects (dotted line)

· SA2 should structure its TS to clearly explain the separation between the two aspects of the work
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