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	Release 5 Multimedia Resource architecture supports an ad hoc type of conference, which does not require transferring management type of information from UE to MRFC.  Other types of conferences require transferring of management type of information, like conference booking information (e.g. start time, duration, list of participants) or floor control information (e.g. who is allowed to use whiteboard or video component, who can act as chairman). 

Current MRF architecture assumes that SIP is used to transport management type of information from AS to MRFC via ISC and Mr reference points. This is not align with overall IMS architecture.

SA2 introduced a direct reference point, Mt, between UE and AS to ease the transfer of management parameters from UE to AS. It was felt that SIP over Gm and ISC reference points is unsuitable for managing user’s service related data. 

Therefore, the MRF architecture should be extended such way that allows other types of concerences as well in Rel6.
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5.14.1
Interactions between the UE and the MRFC

In some cases an operator may wish to make an MRFC available directly to a UE, for example to support ad-hoc multi-party sessions to be initiated by the UE. In this case, the operator advertises the name of one or more MRFCs and a UE will invite an MRFC to a session. The session invitation would need to contain additional information indicating the specific capabilities (e.g., multi-party) desired. A conference ID would be assigned by the MRFC and returned to the UE. This would then be used by the UE in subsequent interactions with the MRFC and other UEs participating in the session. 

There are two approaches to invite new participants to the multiparty session. In the first, a UE directs other UEs to join the multiparty session based on the use of the SIP REFER method. This allows session invitations with consultation. In the second method, the MRFC uses information received from a UE e.g. within a list of session participants to invite other UEs to the multiparty session. This allows session invitations without consultation.

To enable the UE to use the Mt interface defined in 3GPP TS 23.002 [1] for managing the user’s conference service related data, the MRFC may be co-located with an Application Server.
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