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1. Overall Description:

SA2 would like to thank SA4 for their liaison statement on the issue of NATs and Firewalls in 3GPP service architecture.

SA2 agrees with SA4 analysis on the consequences of NAT & Firewalls in the IP networks.

NATs and Firewalls pose general interoperability/incompatibility problems for applications using IP addresses and ports in the protocols like SDP, in an IP environment like Public Internet and firewall protected networks when using Private IP addresses and port.  

Currently these aspects are considered outside of the scope of 3GPP architecture and as such have not been addressed.

IMS is an IPv6 only environment and interworking with IPv4 networks are part of Release 6 work.  Use of translators is one of the options, but SA2 has not progressed work on this issue yet.

SA2 has considered the NAT & Firewall aspects to a large extent an implementation issue, possibly using available standards from the IETF as a guideline for options/solutions.

2. Actions:

To SA4 group.

ACTION: 
 none

3. Date of Next SA2 Meeting:
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