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1. Introduction:

Handoff procedure has been a tool to automatically maintain the service continuity over cell/system boundaries due to mobility or within the same cell due to RF performance issues.  The automated handoff procedures have been also used to maintain the service over different technologies.  However, the handoff paradigm applied to 2G, 2.5G, and 3G may not exactly fit the WLAN-UMTS interworking case.  Several mechanisms that are used in these systems do not exist in WLAN specifications.  For example, 802.11 WLAN systems do not support signal level measurements, handoff trigger mechanisms, nor any handoff procedures.  Therefore, a significant specification effort is needed in order to achieve similar automated handoff procedures available today to those systems.  These enhancements of WLAN specifications have to be done in the IEEE 802.11 specification forum, which is out of the scope of this working group.  

Furthermore, the nature of WLAN-UMTS deployment and usage pattern would sometime require the user to initiate the handoff procedure in situations where automated handoff procedures will not be invoked.  For example, the user initiates a session on his 3GPP system and in the course of the session discovers that WLAN is available in the current location.  The user in this case can chose to transfer the session into his WLAN terminal and continue the session un-interrupted.  Another scenario; the user initiates a session on his WLAN terminal while being in a Cafe or a train.  During the course of the session, the user decides that it is time to leave his current location and would like to transfer the session into his 3GPP terminal to maintain service continuity.  In these scenarios, automated handoff procedures if supported may not provide an adequate performance to maintain the service continuity. 

2. Proposal:

Add the following requirement to appropriate section in TS23.234:

“It Shall be possible for the User to manually initiate handoff procedures between WLAN and 3GPP systems.”

