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To: 3GPP CN WG 4, 3GPP SA WG 2 and GSMA IREG

Cc: 3GPP SA WG 1

From: GSMA SerG

The requirements of the GMLC-GMLC interface.

3GPP SA WG 2 have produced a Work Item Description for the GMLC-GMLC interface to be included in Release 6. SerG has identified a number of operational requirements for this interface including performance and transport capabilities. These are as follows.

1. Operational requirements of the GMLC-GMLC interface

1.1. Secure

The information transferred over the interface can be accessible only to the two parties involved (i.e. sending operator and receiving operator). As secure as any inter-operator traffic.

1.2. Fast response

The message flow between the GMLC:s. The response time should not significantly affect the response time of the overall service.

1.3. Capacity & scalability

Small, medium and large operators need to be able to deploy and flexibly scale the different GMLC interfaces to other operators.

1.4. Easy implementation & low cost to the operator

· Should use existing infrastructure as much as possible. 

· Require low Operational and Maintenance costs.

1.5. Flexible and future proof

Future proof to allow the information passed between the operators to be changed. In addition to the basic purpose of supporting positioning requests, future requirements could be support of enhancing basic location information or combination of location with other services.

1.6. Network independent

Capable of interfacing between different networks using different mobile technologies and generations.

1.7.  Speed of deployment

Time to market is critical, i.e. any specific development should be avoided (use existing standard specifications where possible).

2. Transport requirement

An analysis of the above requirements has concluded that the inter-GMLC interface is best implemented using IP transport. We therefore ask 3GPP to ensure that the inter-GMLC interface is optimised to meet the above requirements using IP as the transport.

We request GSMA IREG to note the conclusion by SerG that we propose the use of IP to support the inter-GMLC interface. SerG welcomes any feedback on the proposal.
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