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1. Overall Description:

SA2 thanks TSG RAN WG3 for their LS and is happy to answer their question. 

Question from RAN 3

TSG RAN3 asks TSG SA2 and TSG CN4 to indicate whether all the Subscriber Access Information is located in the Anchor MSC which will provide relevant information to the target RNC during a Handover in CS Domain or the relevant Subscriber Access Information is present only in the Non-Anchor MSC which provides it to the target RNC at the time of this Handover.

Answer from SA 2

SA 2 believe that the Subscriber Access Information is in the anchor-MSC and NOT in the Non-Anchor 
MSC. 

In relation to this topic, SA 2 has also discussed the attached S2-021748 and has concluded that Zone Code to SNA mapping should also be performed in the Anchor MSC.

Amongst other arguments, one compelling reason for these decisions is that R’5 should be based on R’4, and in R’4, “inter-MSC” handover is permitted (but not required) to use direct SCCP connections between the anchor-MSC and an RNC “connected” to the non-anchor MSC.

For the case of GSM to UMTS inter-MSC handover when the UMTS MSC is connected to a shared UTRAN, SA 2 expect that the SNA information may need to be carried in the BSSAP signalling encapsulated in the MAP messages sent by the anchor MSC to the non-Anchor MSC. The non-anchor MSC would then need to move the SNA information onto the Iu interface. This non-Anchor MSC functionality probably needs to be specified in 23.009. The updates to BSSAP to carry SNA probably need to be specified in 48.008 and/or 49.008.

2. Actions:

To RAN 3

a)
To note the above answer to RAN 3’s question

b)
To provide guidance, expertise and effort to CN 4, CN 1 and GERAN 2 to help them understand this feature and to help them draft the necessary changes. 

To CN 4

a)
To note the above answer to RAN 3’s question;

b)
To provide any necessary CRs (eg to MAP) related to this handling of zone codes and the mapping between them and SNAs. 

To CN 1

To ensure that 23.009 and 49.008 cover the case of GSM to UMTS inter-MSC handover when the UMTS MSC is connected to a shared UTRAN.

To GERAN 2

To provide any CRs to 48.008 that are needed to permit the correct GSM to UMTS inter-MSC behaviour.
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