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1
Background

This topic has been discussed sporadically for at least the last 4 months without conclusion. Vodafone has been involved in several of the “evening” drafting sessions but our viewpoints have not been documented. This paper attempts to list some of our concerns.

2
Does the R’99 standard “work” properly?

No. 

With the current specification, it seems that operators will be forced to either:

(a) prevent customers from using streaming or conversational traffic classes; or,

(b) use separate APNs for streaming, conversational and interactive traffic classes.

Neither of these approaches are really acceptable. Hence we must consider how to upgrade the standard.

3
Change R’99 or R’4?

Changes to R’99 should not be undertaken lightly. However, we have also to examine the consequences of only updating a later release. 

The currently proposed R’99 changes impact only the SGSN. If we, say, change R’4 then the HLR needs to know whether or not it is talking to an R’99 or an R’4 SGSN (because it needs to, say, provide the above behaviour (a) to an R’99 SGSN) and adapt its behaviour accordingly. This kind of R’4 change to the standards will be fairly large and impact both HLR and SGSN functionality.

Given the urgency of this change, operators will require these changes to be deployed “immediately”. 

Whether or not R’99 or R’4 is changed will probably have little impact on the operators’ demands for the speedy availability of this feature, however, the R’99 change appears to be simpler, quicker and cheaper to implement.

4
Default handling of QoS determined by the VPLMN’s SGSN

In general, the HPLMN operator needs to be highly confident about the behaviour in the VPLMN, and, to be able to offer a consistent service to their customers. However, the VPLMN operator will not configure their SGSN to behave differently to different HPLMN operator requirements.

Hence the use of “VPLMN determined, default parameters in the SGSN” seems unsatisfactory.

5
Use the MAP ext-QoS parameters as “maximums” rather than
“defaults” and standardise the default traffic class as interactive

This appears to be a fairly straightforward way of resolving the immediate problems.

However, we need to be carefully specify the SGSN behaviour (eg a logical reading of the MAP and 24.008 specifications might result in the SGSN discarding the THP when the HLR signals a “maximum” traffic class of conversational or streaming. Extracts of 29.002 and 24.008 are appended below.)

6
Separate maximum data rates for the different traffic classes / Operator
Determined Barring

This appears to be a nice feature, however, this might not be an essential part of this R’99/R’4 correction process. 

It can be expected that Visited PLMNs will charge proportionally to the bandwidth used for streaming and conversational classes. 

Hence it is logical to expect that the mobiles should accurately request the bandwidth for these traffic classes. Mobile makers are invited to comment on this.

As an extension to operator determined barring, it might be necessary to provide functionality to restrict the maximum data rates independently for the different traffic classes.  This could form part of release 5/release 6. Perhaps SA 2 should liaise with SA 1 on this topic?

7
Summary

A solution to this problem is needed. The above points should be taken into consideration.

Extract from 29.002 v3.a.0

Ext-QoS-Subscribed ::= OCTET STRING (SIZE (1..9))


-- OCTET 1: 


--  Allocation/Retention Priority (This octet encodes each priority level defined in


--     23.107 as the binary value of the priority level, declaration in 29.060)


-- Octets 2-9 are coded according to 3GPP TS 24.008 Quality of Service Octets 


-- 6-13.

Extract from 24.008 v3.9.0

10.5.6.5
Quality of service 

The purpose of the quality of service information element is to specify the QoS parameters for a PDP context.

The QoS IE is defined to allow backward compatibility to earlier version of Session Management Protocol. 
The quality of service is a type 4 information element with a length of 13octets.

The quality of service information element is coded as shown in figure 10.5.138/3GPP TS 24.008 and table 10.5.156/3GPP TS 24.008.

	8
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	2
	1
	

	Quality of service IEI
	octet 1

	Length of quality of service IE
	Octet 2

	0
0
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	Delay
class
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	octet 3

	Peak 
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	0
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	Precedence
class
	octet 4

	0
0
0
spare
	Mean
throughput
	octet 5

	Traffic Class
	Delivery order
	Delivery of erroneous SDU
	Octet 6

	Maximum SDU size
	Octet 7

	Maximum bit rate for uplink
	Octet 8

	Maximum bit rate for downlink
	Octet 9

	Residual BER
	SDU error ratio
	Octet 10

	Transfer delay
	Traffic Handling priority
	Octet 11

	
Guaranteed bit rate for uplink
	Octet 12

	Guaranteed bit rate for downlink
	Octet 13


Figure 10.5.138/3GPP TS 24.008: Quality of service information element

Table 10.5.156/3GPP TS 24.008: Quality of service information element

Reliability class, octet 3 (see 3GPP TS 23.107)
Bits
3 2 1
In MS to network direction:
0 0 0
Subscribed reliability class
In network to MS direction:
0 0 0
Reserved
In MS to network direction and in network to MS direction :
0 0 1
Acknowledged GTP, LLC, and RLC; Protected data
0 1 0
Unacknowledged GTP; Acknowledged LLC and RLC, Protected data
0 1 1
Unacknowledged GTP and LLC; Acknowledged RLC, Protected data
1 0 0
Unacknowledged GTP, LLC, and RLC, Protected data
1 0 1
Unacknowledged GTP, LLC, and RLC, Unprotected data
1 1 1
Reserved

All other values are interpreted as Unacknowledged GTP and LLC; Acknowledged RLC, Protected data  in this version of the protocol.

Delay class, octet 3 (see 3GPP TS 22.060 and 3GPP TS 23.107)
Bits
6 5 4
In MS to network direction:
0 0 0
Subscribed delay class 
In network to MS direction:
0 0 0
Reserved
In MS to network direction and in network to MS direction :
0 0 1
Delay class 1
0 1 0
Delay class 2
0 1 1
Delay class 3
1 0 0
Delay class 4 (best effort)
1 1 1
Reserved

All other values are interpreted as Delay class 4 (best effort) in this version 
of the protocol.

Bit 7 and 8 of octet 3 are spare and shall be coded all 0.

Precedence class, octet 4 (see 3GPP TS 23.107)
Bits
3 2 1
In MS to network direction:
0 0 0
Subscribed precedence
In network to MS direction:
0 0 0
Reserved
In MS to network direction and in network to MS direction :
0 0 1
High priority
0 1 0
Normal priority
0 1 1
Low priority
1 1 1
Reserved

All other values are interpreted as Normal priority in this version of the protocol.

Bit 4 of octet 4 is spare and shall be coded as 0.

Peak throughput, octet 4 (see 3GPP TS 23.107)
Bits
8 7 6 5
In MS to network direction:
0 0 0 0

Subscribed peak throughput
In network to MS direction:
0 0 0 0

Reserved
In MS to network direction and in network to MS direction :
0 0 0 1

Up to 1 000 octet/s
0 0 1 0

Up to 2 000 octet/s
0 0 1 1

Up to 4 000 octet/s
0 1 0 0

Up to 8 000 octet/s
0 1 0 1

Up to 16 000 octet/s
0 1 1 0

Up to 32 000 octet/s
0 1 1 1

Up to 64 000 octet/s
1 0 0 0

Up to 128 000 octet/s
1 0 0 1

Up to 256 000 octet/s
1 1 1 1

Reserved

All other values are interpreted as Up to 1 000 octet/s in this 
version of the protocol.

Mean throughput, octet 5 (see 3GPP TS 23.107)
Bits
5 4 3 2 1


In MS to network direction:
0 0 0 0 0

Subscribed mean throughput
In network to MS direction:
0 0 0 0 0

Reserved
In MS to network direction and in network to MS direction :
0 0 0 0 1

100 octet/h
0 0 0 1 0

200 octet/h
0 0 0 1 1

500 octet/h
0 0 1 0 0

1 000 octet/h
0 0 1 0 1

2 000 octet/h
0 0 1 1 0

5 000 octet/h
0 0 1 1 1

10 000 octet/h
0 1 0 0 0

20 000 octet/h
0 1 0 0 1

50 000 octet/h
0 1 0 1 0

100 000 octet/h
0 1 0 1 1

200 000 octet/h
0 1 1 0 0

500 000 octet/h
0 1 1 0 1

1 000 000 octet/h
0 1 1 1 0

2 000 000 octet/h
0 1 1 1 1

5 000 000 octet/h
1 0 0 0 0

10 000 000 octet/h
1 0 0 0 1

20 000 000 octet/h
1 0 0 1 0

50 000 000 octet/h
1 1 1 1 0

Reserved
1 1 1 1 1

Best effort

The value Best effort indicates that throughput shall be made available to the MS on a per need and availability basis.

All other values are interpreted as Best effort in this 
version of the protocol.

Bits 8 to 6 of octet 5 are spare and shall be coded all 0.

Delivery of erroneous SDUs, octet 6 (see 3GPP TS 23.107)
Bits
3 2 1
In MS to network direction:
0 0 0

Subscribed delivery of erroneous SDUs
In network to MS direction:
0 0 0

Reserved
In MS to network direction and in network to MS direction :
0 0 1

No detect ('-')
0 1 0

Erroneous SDUs are delivered ('yes')
0 1 1

Erroneous SDUs are not delivered ('no')
1 1 1

Reserved

 

The network shall map all other values not explicitly defined onto one of the values defined in this version of the protocol.  The network shall return a negotiated value which is explicitly defined in this version of this protocol.

The MS shall consider all other values as reserved.
Delivery order, octet 6 (see 3GPP TS 23.107)
Bits
5 4 3
In MS to network direction:
0 0

Subscribed delivery order
In network to MS direction:
0 0

Reserved
In MS to network direction and in network to MS direction :
0 1

With delivery order ('yes')
1 0

Without delivery order ('no')
1 1

Reserved



Traffic class, octet 6 (see 3GPP TS 23.107)
Bits
8 7 6
In MS to network direction:
0 0 0

Subscribed traffic class
In network to MS direction:
0 0 0

Reserved
In MS to network direction and in network to MS direction :
0 0 1

Conversational class
0 1 0

Streaming class
0 1 1

Interactive class
1 0 0

Background class
1 1 1

Reserved

The network shall map all other values not explicitly defined onto one of the values defined in this version of the protocol.  The network shall return a negotiated value which is explicitly defined in this version of this protocol.

The MS shall consider all other values as reserved.
Maximum SDU size, octet 7  (see 3GPP TS 23.107)
In MS to network direction:
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Subscribed maximum SDU size
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

Reserved
In network to MS direction:
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Reserved
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

Reserved

In MS to network direction and in network to MS direction :

For values in the range 00000001 to 10010110 the Maximum SDU size value is binary coded in 8 bits, using a granularity of 10 octets, giving a range of values from 10 octets to 1500 octets.
Values above 10010110 are as below:
1 0 0 1 0 1 1 1

1502 octets 

1 0 0 1 1 0 0 0

1510 octets 

1 0 0 1 1 0 0 1

1520 octets

The network shall map all other values not explicitly defined onto one of the values defined in this version of the protocol.  The network shall return a negotiated value which is explicitly defined in this version of this protocol.

The MS shall consider all other values as reserved.
Maximum bit rate for uplink, octet 8
Bits
8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1
In MS to network direction:
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Subscribed maximum bit rate for uplink
In network to MS direction:
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Reserved
In MS to network direction and in network to MS direction :

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
The maximum bit rate is binary coded in 8 bits, using a granularity of 1 kbps
0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1
giving a range of values from 1 kbps to 63 kbps in 1 kbps increments.

0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 
The maximum bit rate is 64 kbps +  ((the binary coded value in 8 bits –01000000) * 8 kbps)
0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
giving a range of values from 64 kbps to 568 kbps in 8 kbps increments.

1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
The maximum bit rate is 576 kbps + ((the binary coded value in 8 bits –10000000) * 64 kbps)

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0
giving a range of values from 576 kbps to 8640 kbps in 64 kbps increments.

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
0kbps


Maximum bit rate for downlink, octet 9 (see 3GPP TS 23.107)

Coding is identical to that of Maximum bit rate for uplink.

Residual Bit Error Rate (BER), octet 10 (see 3GPP TS 23.107)
Bits
8 7 6 5 
In MS to network direction:
0 0 0 0

Subscribed residual BER
In network to MS direction:
0 0 0 0

Reserved
In MS to network direction and in network to MS direction :
The Residual BER value consists of 4 bits. The range is from 5*10-2 to 6*10-8. 
0 0 0 1

5*10-2 
0 0 1 0

1*10-2 
0 0 1 1

5*10-3
0 1 0 0

4*10-3 
0 1 0 1

1*10-3 
0 1 1 0

1*10-4 
0 1 1 1

1*10-5 
1 0 0 0

1*10-6 
1 0 0 1

6*10-8 
1 1 1 1

Reserved

The network shall map all other values not explicitly defined onto one of the values defined in this version of the protocol. The network shall return a negotiated value which is explicitly defined in this version of the protocol.

The MS shall consider all other values as reserved.

SDU error ratio, octet 10 (see 3GPP TS 23.107)
Bits
4 3 2 1
In MS to network direction:
0 0 0 0

Subscribed SDU error ratio
In network to MS direction:
0 0 0 0

Reserved
In MS to network direction and in network to MS direction :
The SDU error ratio value consists of 4 bits. The range is is from 1*10-1 to 1*10-6. 
0 0 0 1

1*10-2 
0 0 1 0

7*10-3
0 0 1 1

1*10-3 
0 1 0 0

1*10-4 
0 1 0 1

1*10-5 
0 1 1 0

1*10-6 
0 1 1 1

1*10-1
1 1 1 1

Reserved

The network shall map all other values not explicitly defined onto one of the values defined in this version of the protocol. The network shall return a negotiated value which is explicitly defined in this version of the protocol.

The MS shall consider all other values as reserved.

Traffic handling priority, octet 11 (see 3GPP TS 23.107)
Bits
2 1
In MS to network direction:
0 0

Subscribed traffic handling priority
In network to MS direction:
0 0

Reserved
In MS to network direction and in network to MS direction :
0 1

Priority level 1
1 0

Priority level 2
1 1

Priority level 3

The Traffic handling priority value is ignored if the Traffic Class is Conversation class, Streaming class or Background class.
Transfer delay, octet 11 (See 3GPP TS 23.107)
Bits

8 7 6 5 4 3

In MS to network direction:
0 0 0 0 0 0

Subscribed transfer delay
In network to MS direction:
0 0 0 0 0 0

Reserved
In MS to network direction and in network to MS direction :

0 0 0 0 0 1 
The Transfer delay is binary coded in 6 bits, using a granularity of 10 ms

0 0 1 1 1 1
giving a range of values from 10 ms to 150 ms in 10 ms increments


0 1 0 0 0 0 
The transfer delay is 200 ms + ((the binary coded value in 6 bits – 010000) * 50 ms)

0 1 1 1 1 1

giving a range of values from 200 ms to 950 ms in 50ms increments

1 0 0 0 0 0 
The transfer delay is 1000 ms + ((the binary coded value in 6 bits – 100000) * 100 ms)

1 1 1 1 1 0

giving a range of values from 1000 ms to 4100 ms in 100ms increments

1 1 1 1 1 1

Reserved
.
The Transfer delay value is ignored if the Traffic Class is Interactive class or Background class.
Guaranteed bit rate for uplink, octet 12 (See 3GPP TS 23.107)

Coding is identical to that of Maximum bit rate for uplink.

The Guaranteed bit rate for uplink value is ignored if the Traffic Class is Interactive class or Background class, or Maximum bit rate for uplink is set to 0 kbps.
Guaranteed bit rate for downlink, octet 13(See 3GPP TS 23.107)

Coding is identical to that of Maximum bit rate for uplink.

The Guaranteed bit rate for downlink value is ignored if the Traffic Class is Interactive class or Background class, or Maximum bit rate for downlink is set to 0 kbps.
